
..
• 

THE STORY OF THE SIXTH 

t 

•
 



C'. / 

In Approciation of 

"THOSE WHO WALKED" 



"THE STORY OF THE SIXTIrll , as contained in these pages, is a revision 
of a manuscript written in 1919 by the G-2 Section of the original 6th 
Division, with additions, corrections and explanations. Portions of the 
original manuscript are condensed and many paragraphs rewri.tten, but no 
incident or account which would add to· the history of the division has 
been left out. War Department records, including the publica-tion enti:­
tIed "Order of Battle of the United states Land Forces in the World War ­
Divis1ons", have been used for accuracy and authenticity. ReceJtt records 
and events are from current division files • 

." 
Appreclation is given to those unnamed officers and men who wrote 

the original manuscript; to Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd C. Parsons, 6~Sig­
nal Battalion, Fort Lewis, Washington, who furnished a true oopy of the. 
manuscript for the library of the Command and General Staff School, For~ 

Leavenworth, Kansas and who provided information clarifying that manu. 
script; to the Librarian of the Command and General Staff School for t~e 

loan of material; and to Lieutenant Colonels Oliver E. G. Trechtor, pres­
ent Inspector General, 6th Division, Yfilliam Hoover Craig, attached to 
3rd Infantry, and Koger II. Still, 3rd Infantry, - officers who were with 
tho 6th Division during tho World War - for additional informntion. 

P~blished February, 1941, by G-2 Section, 6th Division. 
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I. The World 118.1" Period. 

ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING IN THE UlUTED STATES, November 26, 1917 .. June 
27, 1918. (From MOrder of· Battles of the United States Land Forces in the 
World War - Divisions"). 

November 11, 1917, the War Department directs the organization of the 
6th Division, Regular Army. November 26, the organization begins in accord'" 
ance with the ~bles of Organization of August 8, 1917, from Regular Army 
units stationed at Camps Forrest and Logan, Forts Leavenworth, Riley, and 
Sam Houston, Vancouver Barracks, and other places; Division Headquarters 
is established initially at Camp ~cCle1lan, Colonel Charles E. Tayman,

.- commanding; training begins. In November and December, the 12th and 11th 
Infantry Brigades respectively, are organized at Camp Forrest; the 11th 
Infantry Brigade includes the 51st and. 52nd Regiments of Infantry (both 
formed from personnel of the 11th Infantry in June, 1917); the 12th Infan­
try Brigade ineludes the 53rd and 54th Regiments of Infantry (both formed 
from personnel of the 6th Infantry in June, 1917). December 29, 1917, 
Brigadier General James B. Erwi~ assumes corurnand. larch 13, 1918, Divis­
ion Headquarters moves to Camp Forrest. The 6th Ammunition Train, 6th 
Supply Train, and 6th Train Headquarters and Military Police are also at 
Camp Forrest. April 4, 1918, the 6th Field Artillery Brigade, fo~med to 
include the3rd Field l~tillery~ 11th Field Artillery (formed from perso­
nnel of the 6th Field }~tillery, June 1, 19l7),-and 78th Field Artillery 
(organ~ed from the 20th Cavalry in June, 1917), is ordered to concontrate 
at ~e Artillery Training Center at Camp Doniphan for ten weeks in~t~u~tio~. 

tray 4 - June 2, 1918 , Divis ion Headquarters, 12th Infantry Brigade ~ J. 6'1;h 
and 17th l.ilchine Gun Battalions, 6th Field Signal Battalion, and 6th Train 
Headquarters and trilltary Police move to Camp Vladsv(orth. r,ay 8, 1918., the 
3l8th Engineers and Train sail, and land 1~y 18, at Brest. During May and 
June drafts ~ota1ing 15,000 arrive from Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, l~ry­
land, Iiunnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Wisconsin; as 
finally constituted the Division in~udes personnel of the Regular Army 
and selective serviee men. Juno 13,.1918, units stationed ct Camps Don­
iphan, Forrest, and Wadsworth are ordered to ports of embarkation at Camps 
Mills and Upton. 
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Did not attraot attention 'but interested us.
 

The story up until the time we entered the trenches
 
Brigadier General James B. Erwin, in command then.
 

.",:,<<:J! 
Proverbial to Regular AJ.'"Ifr:f reputations, the 6th Division could neveri'!i~' 

J'be said toha-ve had a home. The separate -units of this command ca.mei'rozr,:,} 
,'Yewry qua.rter of' the United States, and while division headquarters mo"f'e:i:l'~,:t'i 
'around trom place to place, the several regiments never actually mo'bili~Cl:~3~
:111 one camp so as to be able to call that place home. . ., 

.And SO,I as homeless individuals often do, the 6th Division wandered 
,about, first, in the States trying to find a place to call their own, 'N.1c;l. , 

,.. later in Europe, tryi.ng to find a front line sector where they could demo!l..!~!;; 
'2~_$tre.te all t9rey had been taught. From the beginning, they never lostth•. 
,';',,'Wandering.hAbit • 

. On November 26, 1917, the headquarters of the division was estab1i8h~;: 
at Camp McClellan, Anniston, Alabama, and the work of organizing the Dl.'Vi'!S~,_K 
ion ~s commenced, The story of the organizing of the several units which'" 
were later to comprise the 6th Division may be told'as follows: 

. The 11th Infantry was divided into three parts - one third of the 
. ,officers and men going to form the 51st Infantry, and one third going 'to 
't,1'orm the 52nd Infantry. Lieutenant Colonel W.O. Johnson was in cOl'lDIland 

~'. /' o1'the 51st, and liajor Carroll F. Armistead in command of the 52nd. 

The 6th Infantry was likewise divided into three parts to
 
53rd and 54th' Infantry regiment.. Uajor Lambert W. Jordan was
 
mand 01' the 53rd, and Uajor lTathias Crowley the 54th.
 

The l'ormat1on of these, new regiments took place in June, 1917, at . 
Chickamauga Park, Georgia, on the historic battle ground 01' the Civil War. 

. ..... '.' '9r·the time being, the new regiments were quartered and rationed with th(t 
l!~$~t:;regi1'nents from which they were formed. It was not until the middle otJu17i 
~'~i\~i:~":.1917, that they took up separate qut:l.%"ters and severed connections entirely', 

. \:with the 6th and 11th, which later wore assigned to the 5th Division.';-i 

Recruits were added to th,e regiments from time to time but numerous . 
transfers to other organiz~tions offset these~ Officers and men wete~ranl.~\ 
ferred to Combat Trains, to the reple.cemcnt battalion of the 26th Infantr;y'f,\\ 
'to new National Arrrry divisions' being formed and to several other organiza...·;: 
tiona. During August new officers were assigned to the regiments from. tho "­

-, schools at Fort Leavenworth and from the First Officers Training Camps, 

The 17th Kachine GUn Battalion was organized during the early part'otc~ 
December, 1917, (after the division was formed) by transfer ofofficet'A'" 
·.~n from the 51st and 52nd Infantry regiments. 22 of1'1cersand ni~0~4::.,,· 
e~np()8ed tho battalion at its first roll call •. captain William F. Fi~~~j: 
'~ur~lce by right of seniority, assumed command. 



The 18th Ulch1a:le Gun Battalion was ol"ganized during Deoember. 1917, 'b7
 
the Wanat•• ot officers and men trom the 53rd a.nd 54th Infantry regiments.
 
At it. oegiJ»"dng there were dx oftlcers and 549 men on its rolls. 1st Lieut.
 
Frank A. Heilma.nn was the ranking offioer and assumed oommand. It was not
 
until March 26, that a higher ranldng officer was oonneoted with the ba'ttal...
 
ion. On 'tha't date Captain William Nalle repor'ted and assumed oommand.
 

The 16th uachine Gun Battalion (Division) was organized "the latter part
 
of December by the transfer of offioers and men from all the infantry and
 
machine gun units. Captain Thomas G. Hearn was then in oommand. At that
 
time, according to the Tables of Organization, the ,division battalion oon­

sisted of four companies, while each ot the brigade battalions had only three.
 

The ~litary Pol~ee of the division was formed by details from eaoh of 
the infantry regiments, during November, 1917, at Chicka.mlluga Park. Captain 
James Curren was the !"anking officer of the companies, but Colonel Willis 
commanded both the Military Police and the Tra.ins at the time. Later Captau'", 
James Webb was put in command of the Military Police as a separate unit. . 

Headquarters Troop was organized during December, 1917, from detachments 
of the 6th, 8th, 14th and 16th Cavalry regiments, vmich were at that time :­
stationed along the Uexican Bordor and at San Antonio. Captain F. J. Holt­
ba.uer took cOJlll!1llnd, o.nd the troops remained at San Antonio until llarch 20, 
when it left to join division headquartors at C~p Forrest, Chickamauga Park. 

~ 

The,J>anitary Train vms composed of Fi~ld Hospito.ls =,,/=20, ~:!a7, {{:38 and 
i~o and Ambulance companies of the same numbers. Field Hospital 1120 nnd 
Ambulance Co~pany *20 were organized at Camp Greenleo.£, Chicknmnuga Park in 
June, 1917. Previous to assignment to the 6th Division they acted as in­
struction organizations at Camp Greonleaf, beiD« with the 2nd Division there. 
At the organization of the division they reported to Camp 1JcClella.n, and wero 
tomporarily attached to the 29th Division st~tioned there. Field Hospitals
1f37, 1138 and 1/:40 end Ambula.nce Companies =/F37, =//:38 and 4~0 were organized at 
Camp Funston, I~nsns. They joined the 6th Division o.t Camp Wadsworth, S~ 

ta.nburg, on May 4. Tho entire Sanitary Train 'Ws first assembled and joined 
tho division in the early pa.rt of lJa.y, 1918. Lieutenant Colonel Herbert L•.~ 

&rris, U.R.C., assumed commo.nd of the Sanitary Tro.in upon its arrival at 
Cnmp Wadsworth. 

The 6th Fiold Signo.l Bo.tta1ion WD.S organized a.t Fort Leavenworth, Kansu, 
June 26, 1917. The battalion commo.nder o.t the time of organizo.tion was Cap­
tain Joseph O. lhuborgne. On July 6, Captain John C. Moore releived Cnpta.1n 
lnuborgne o.s batte.lion ccmmandor'... 

The 6th Field Artillery Brignde was formed April 4, 1918, to include the 
3rd, 11th and 78th Fiold Artillery Regiments. The 3rd and 78th were 75-mn 
re~iments# while. tho 11th was 0. l55-mm. regiment. The 3rd Fiold Artillery was 
organized in i907, bU't tro.co~ its lineal descent back an o.dditiopn.l hundred:~ 
yonrs. The 11th WD.$ organized June I, 1917, with personnel trom the 6th Fie-ld 
Artillery. The 78th, orga.nizod from the 13th Cnvalry June 1, 1911, was qrig­
ina1ly designAted tho 20th Ca.valry, Provisionnl Field Artill~ry. This desir 
nation was lo.tor changed to the 18th Field Artillery (Light). Brigadier a.... 
eral E. A. ~llnr vms placed in command of the 6th Field Artillory Brig~de : 
and the throe regiments were o.ssemblod for training nt Cump Doniphnn, All1b~. 

Tho 3l8th Regiment of Engineers vms orgnnized o.t Vnncouvor Bo.rracks, 
Uashington, D.:lce.moer 21, 1917. Although a Hntionnl A:rIrrJ' orgo.nizo.tion, its 
personnel consisted of some 1300 regulcr a.rmy men'from the 3rd Engineors, 
1300 vol\li1tn~ily inducted men and 180 drafted men. Lieutena.nt Colonel Stu~ 

C. Godfrey was in cOJI11IIO.nd of the regi.-nont when it wns formed, 
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.c' ,OD~_.r 1'1'.1911.,ColoMl James N.P1ckering reported a-t Camp 
~el.11_. Azlrd.doJl.'.at~.,as Cb1et of Statt 9f -the 6ih 'J)j,visio~, and 
.o_f'.t tMo""",mh-e0~o.rUZ1tl.l'otbe,.otf10$2'& wet'e a881gned~ The 
dlvt,1qa had ,b"ot~.~·~~1.... Caap·J1oClo11an,but the 29th Di'ri.'~.: 

:ion .. occupybg th4toamp at thetba&, andtheplaoe was noi: large eQOM1{'·;/ 
to ~C02ROdat. two di-n,1onlatonoe. -Oi"ders ...e changed, therefore, :with. ',.'< 

iiheUJl1ts re_S~2'18 :where th~ were.. . .. 
. . .: On DeoE!Q!1ber 29, Brigadier General"JamesB...E1"w1J1 reported at Ch1cka­ '._ 

.•up; FaJ6k to ot>'D'D'Dd the 12th Brigade. and .. hob.cue the ra.nld~ otfice~ 
he .sBumed comIlanO ot the divlsion.l1ajor 1Talter Ifaney, of tho :52nd Wan-;,' .... 

. '~. had been the ranking otticerof the 11th Br1pde (Illt and52nd In£~~::..:" 
" I ,.w1i;h the 17th l~ch1ne GIm Battalion), but on the same,_,- that Genore.l' ~;; 

l"OPQJ"'ted. Brig8jl1er General Charles H. Barth also reported and o..ssUID8d ClQllliOo\,i.;;. 
2IlIU1d or 'that brJgade. General Berth soon lott tho divi8lon, howovoJ".~. ""5:>~ 

~ . . . ." _. ' ' -' :1: ·_,-;'-·--_o'r-,,,

ilr'1pdtor Gono~l A. D.. Gaston,.s plaoed in cO!JlmQJld at the 11th Bl'1gado,.\,,~_~ 
Dw-1ng th~ early mon"ths of 1918 the mon wore given in"tensivo tr&ill!pc?; <; , 

in modorn warrnto.. The 6th Division reooived its sharo of Fronch aJUi Bl'ttl4lL'?; 
inBtzou.owl"& and! ¢olone1 Harvey of the 52nd Infantry took chargo ot what ••' "" 
~alled the Frenpk and British U1ssion Sohools at Chioknmauga Park. ua.~ 
Gun schools and~ anti-gas schools were also ostabli-shed,. The maohine. e-. '" 
battalions were.. roorgo.nitecl with ono oompa.ny from "tho 16th going to the Iftb 
e.t\\\ one to the :ttth, leaving the 16th (Divisionn.1) Btlttn.lion With two o~:'" 
1/04 and the 11th and 18th BC\.tta11ons with four. . '. 

On twoh l"3~ division headquartors moved -to Camp Forrest. Chickamauea 
Po.rk. but the units of the Division rominod separtlted. Tho infantry NCI­
aonte had had their offioor porsonnol filled with new oft'icors from the 
Seoond Off100r's Tra.ining Camps. A staff school was held at Chiolce.ma.uga 
Park durtng 'the '~attor part of April for all commanding officers, their a.d­
jutant. and 8uppiy otficors, on "The Staff Duties in Modern Vfarfare." 

On lil.y 9,. division headquarters, the 12th Infantry Brigade, the 16th 
MAchine Gun Battalion, Sanitary Trains, Ammunition Train. Military Polioe 
andothor headquarters detAchments moved to Camp Wo.dswortll, Spartanburg, 
South Ca!"olino., and division hoadquArtors, was establishod there. Tho 11th 
:,Jl;l.ohino Gun Battalion followed soon nftorwnrds. General Gnston loft the 11:i;h 
Br.lgado and Colonol Ernost V. Smith of tho 52nd, by right of seniority, 
aSBumod oOmr:'£.nd. On LAy 12, Brigadior Genoral William R. Do.shioll reported 
and took commnnd of. tho brigade. 

Tho strength ot tho division WIle oompleted during the months of lTD.,. 1l.Dd," 
Juno, 1918. One battalion of each of tho inf'e..ntry regiments hold a. two"""Weo~, ' 
Detontion Camp for newly drafted mon~ At Chickamnuga Park they aooomodate4 ' <tiC 

about 5000 men, ,milo at Camp m~.ds,yorth about twice thnt IlUlny v/ere to.kenoue :~: 

of .. Those men came directly from Fort Thomas, Kentucky and had been in the .• ',','" 
servioo only tt/O or three dc.ys. .., were principa.lly from the Statos or Kext-.·;t 
tuoq, Indinna,Ohio, Westorn Pennsy1vo.nin, 11E'.ry1nnd, Georgia, Sou1:h Carol~;C:>; 
Wisconsin and Idnnesoto.. From those cnmpa men v/ore ta.ken to fill Vt\oano1ea ... '~,'. 

1n divieion headquarters dota.ohments. as vloll us in the JIW.chine gun Md inf~"~ 
try units. Tho division, from then on, 'Wtl.B composed of the throo 010.88080£-,:"'0. 
aoldiors: tho old regu1nr army "tiles", tho mon who had enlisted fer the perto-eft:' 
, of the wnr, and tho consoripted men. <c," 

DiTision tra.ining continued with schools being hold oonsttultly for bo1:;h ,:,'::;: 
offioers and men,. Officers vrore sent to the Artillery Schools a.t Fort Sill.' _. 
Oklo.homa.. end tho mission schools wore osta.blished for 0.11. llijor Koehlor 
of West Pointt visited the into.ntry rogiments from time to time and ga."to theuk5t:i 
tho benefit of his tra.ining in physioc.l culture. Athletios were tosterod ~._:<.' 
regimental spirit ran high. Kotion pictures of urIlI¥ drills helped consido!",,*":'r 
ably in the training of the men. . . 

., 
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UOVEUENT OVERSEAS AND FIliAL TRAINIHG (From lIorder of Battle of the United 
State. Land Foroes in the World 'liar' - Divisions"). 

June 28, Advance Detachment sails from N$'N York, and a.rrives JUly 10, at 
Glasgow. June 29, DiViaion Hea.dquarters leaves Camp Wadsworth. July &-7, 
Divi_ion Headquarters, all ~try &X1d some divisional troops and tra.ins 
...il, and debarks at La HAvre;- ~uly 19, 6th Field Signal Battalion, 6th San­
i~ train; July 22, Division Headquarters, Headquarters 12th Infantry Brig­
ade, 11th and 18th llAchine Gun Battalions,· 6th Train Headquarters and Uilitary 
Police,. at Liverpool and Rlasgow, JUly 17, other units. July 12-14, 6th 
Field Artillery Brigade, 6th Ammunition Train, and 6th Supply Train sail, and 
debark_ July 19 and 26, at Southampton and Liverpool. Units in Englnnd, after 
a brief stay in rest camps, move to Le Havre and Cherbourg. July 23, Divis­
ion (leIS. artillery and supply train) moves to 9th (Chateau-Villain' Training 
Are"'J 6th Field Artillery Brigade o.nd 6th Ammunition Tro.in move to the Val­
dahon Areo.; training. (August 23-28m Division is under administrative control 
or the VI. Corps). August 27, Division (less artillery) moves to the Remire­
mont Area.' (August 27-October 26, Division is under administro.tive oontrol of 
VII Corps). 

(From the 1919 manusoript.) 

*****The long anticipated order oame at last, A telegram dated Washington, 
June 13, 1918,' and signed lIl!oCain" reed, "Send ell units of your division o.t 
Camp 11adsworth, Cnmp Forr.... a.nd Camp Donipho.n to Port of E:mbar~tion a.rter 
o.rro.ngi~ -E1n1e. ot arriva.l and o~he~ dotails direotly ",ith the cOlIllIlander of ­
the Port, eto". A preVious telegr~, on the 6th, had direoted the div1sion __. 
to prepa.re for oversoQ.s service. According to instructions, the division sen't 
&hend an advo.nco pc.rty to arrange tot' the billeting of the men in their now. . 
training areas in Franco and also a schec), doto.il which wns to to.ke Q. monthw 
course in the 1st Corps Infantry Weapons School at Gondrooourt. . 

The o.dvunoo party left tho States on June 27 o.nd 29, so.iling from Now· . 
York, under the diroot co:rnmo.nd of Gonoro.l Erwin. They lo.ndod July 10, at 
Liverpool, England, and Glasgow, Scotland, after an uneventful trip, a.nd 
traveled by we.y of SouthAmpton and Lo Ht:\.vro to their destinations. This 
party consisted ot offiQors o.nd mon from overy unit of the division. 

Tho 5ls't~ 53rd and 54tb. Infantry regiments a.rrived o.tCo.mp Mills, Long 
Islnnd, ••T•• about the 18.lSt of JunO) tho 52nd and tho 11th Brigc.de Hoadquar­
ters going to Camp Upton, not far distant, Tho throe ma.chine gun battalions 
were c:.lso at Co.mp lalla. IJore recruits were added to tho regiments at those 
cmnps to take tho plnce of those lost by sicknoss or disability. Hero tho ­
rogiments wore also equipped o.s fo.r ns could be. 

Grea.t expectations were hold of those cnmps nround Now York City, but the 
privileges were not for~liooming. However, soma of tho men did manage, with ~ 
o.nd without permission, to vis!t the Gay Wh1te Way and other lurid attaot10118 
in the Big Town. 

After a.bout a week in those ecmps the regiments stole o.wo.y in tho dArk. 
hours of tho night in the hope of getting €l.boo.rd thoir ships without oo.using 
undue notioe. Tho infantry units got o.bonrd ship on the 5th~ o.nd 0. preud 
lot thoy were when they TlCnt up tho go,ng-pla.nk and bocamo members of the A.E.F .. 

The division, less tho engineers ~d nrtillcry, sa.iled from Now York just 
o.fter the 4th of July, tho info.ntry regiments being in one convoy. This con­
voy consisted of thirteen ships under the protection of tho U~S.S. Puoblo, 
a.nd 0. British tankor which had boen built for speed and bec~e bristling \vith 
guns when occa.sions nrOSO which compelled it to show its true nnture. 
dirigiblo o.irship overhand, torpedo-bont destroyers on the sides,ond plenty' 
of good sized ships o.ll.o.round made a grand sight. 
sorvice ovorsoo.s lvnS indood a pleasant and o.ssuring one,. 

A ­

The first impression of 
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Division headquarters, with Colonel Pickering, Chief of Staff in command, 

headquarters detachments, the 17th and 18th lachine Gun Battalions, l:1litary . 
Police and Trains, embarked from New York in another convoy on July 7. Their. 
first t'\vo days were spent in going to Halifax, where their ships joined 18 
other crafts of various descriptions for the voyage across the Atlantic. 
Going over the principle combatant escort was an English cruiser. They also 

,were accolnpanied by a British tanker, or mystery ship, the same as the infan­
try convoy. 

Just after the 4th of July, the artillery regiments left Camp Doniphan 
by train for Camp ralls, arriving there about the' 9th.- Replacements were 
received and equipment given them there. The 3rd Field Artillery embarked 
on the 14th, tho 78th on the 12th, and the 11th on the 13th. 

The 318th Engineers had sailed overseas at an enrlier date. The regiment 
left Vancouver Barracks on April 22, and arrived at Cwmp l~rritt one week 
later. On the 6th and 7th of Lay they boarded ship at rrob~ken and sailed for 
Drest, where they arrived on the 18th. On arrivel in Fr~nce the regiment vms 
assigned to the S.O.S. for construction work. The Second Battalion was em­
ployed for about ten weoks on the construction of the General Intormediato 
Supply Depot at Gievres, Loir-et-Chor. The F'irct Battalion worked on construc­
tion of the Ordnr.nco Repair Shops at ~ehun-sur-Y0ure, Cher, for five weeks and 
on the Bontierche.ume Storage Depot for another five weeks. On August 10, the 
regiment received orders to join the division in the 9th Training Area. The 
movement vms made by train immediately and regimental headquartors was estab­
lished at ~~ Forte-sur-Aube. 

,. 
The trip across the oceun took about 12 days, and vivid and unforgetable 

recolloctions of army transport life with British rations is a part of un­
written history. On landing the division becwme widely scattered over the 
soveral ports of embarkation in Europe. With the exception of talo headquar­
ters ship the' division landed in Great Britni~. 

Division headquarters arrived at Le Havre on July 22, and left the next 
day - getting acquainted with the 118 Hommes 40 Cheveau ll cars - for the 9th 
Training Area. Arriving there two days later they took up quarters in Chateau 
Villain. The 17th and 18th Inchine Gun Battalions also arrived at Le Havre 
with division headquarters and proceeded to the 9th Training Area. The 17th 
Battalion headquarters was established at Govrolles with the 18th at Orges. 

The infantry regiments and the 16th Ilachane Gun Battc..lion landed o.t Livo~­
pool and Glasgow on the 17th and 18th. After spending about five days in rest 
camps near -':inchester thoy proceeded te Southampton and crossed the channel "to 
Lo Hnvre and Cherbourg. They arrived in the 9th Training Area. during the 
period July 26th-29th. Headqunrters wt'.s established o.s follows: The 51st 
Infantry o.t Arc-en-Bo.rrois, &.ute lhrnoJ 52nd Infantry o.t D.:lncevoir; 53rd In­
fantry o.t JuuoncourtJ 16th 1.:achine Gun BQ.tto.lion o.t Rennopont.­

The 3rd Field Artillery end the 78th Field Artillery landed o.t Liverpool 
on July 26 o.nd, o.fter 0. do.y in rest co.mps neo.r Liverpool o.nd Winchestor-, 
orossed to Le HAvro and proceeded to tho 9th Tro.ining Area. Heo.dquo.rters for 
the 3rd were ostablished at Flangebooohe and for the 78th at Vorcel, Doubs. 
The 78th had its baptism of fire while ontro.ining o.t Rest Camp No.2, neo.r Le 
I~vro when a bomb from an enemy airplane struck close to where the troops were 
formed, injuring sever0.1 men.** 

*Noto: Tho 54th Info.ntry isn't montioned here although 0. regimental headquarr 
ters o.t Autreville is spoken o£. 

**Noto: Tho 11th Field j\rtillery is not mentioned here. "Order of Bnttle of 
the United States Lo.nd Forces in the ';[orld War - Divisions" statos that the 
6th Field Artillery Brigade landed at Southampton and Liverpool, July 19 o.nd 
26. 



The Sienal Corps disembarked on the 23rd at Le Havre, and, after one day
 
in the rest oamp, proceeded to the 9th Training Area where it arrived on the
 
25th and took up quarters at I.Tarmesse.
 

The entire Sanitary Train arrived at Le'Havre on July ~2, and at Chateau 
Villain in the 9th Training Area on the 25th. Ambulance Company {/=2Q and Field
 
Hospital {,~O were looated at ~\rc-en-Barrois, where the 11th Brigade headquar­

, ters were established, \vith the rest of the Sanitary Train remaining at Divis­

ion headquarters. 

Dy the end of August the entire division was settled in their billeting 
areas and startod on their intensive courses of training. Rifle ranges were 
built, and the infantrymen were put through courses in rifle and automatic 
rifle firing. Hnnd and rifle grenades wore used for the first time. Dayonet 
practice was not forgotten but rather specialized in. Gas chnmbers were built 
and gas disciplino was perfected by long and irritating time trials. 

The artillery wns located in a different training aroa from the rest of
 
the division, and from this time on they operated independently. It was not
 
until after the armistice wns signed that they rejoined the division.
 

The division occupied about 60 French villages, nnd the man were billo­
ted in the houses and barns of tho French inhabitants. It wns hore that they 
got acquainted with the peoplo of the nAtion they had oome to help; it wns 
hero too that the Amorionns bocnmo acquainted with tho French winos and liquors 
and other wot goods. 

It vms said ma.ny, mo.ny yenrs ago by the Sagos of old that a man must 
~ste of three experiences in this world before he could enjoy the full flavor 
of lifo - poverty, love ~d vmr. The paymnstor had not visited the draftod 
men since they had come into service, and it is snid that some - officers and 
man - promptly prooeeded to ma.ke thomselves 100% mon during thoir one month's 
stay in this training area. 

Tho division oporated diroctly undor General Headquarters at first,but
 
on tho 4th of August they wero nssigned to the 4th Corpse On tho 15th the
 
division was transferred from the 4th to tho 6th Corps, and remained vnth it
 
until ordered into the tronches in tho Vosges.
 

lhjor General Walter H. Gordon vms assigned to tho division and joined
 
on the 2nd of August. He oame from tho loth Brigade of the 5th Division end
 
releived Drigadior General J~es B. Erwin who hed boon tho division's senior
 
offioor. Genoral Erwin then ngnin assumed command of the 12th Brigade.
 

, . 

Colonel Jr~s N. Pickoring, G.S., Division Chief of Staff was transforred
 
on August 21, to the 37th Division. Colonol Joseph ~. Beacham, G.S., formerly
 
G-l of tho 42nd Division, vms ~ssignod as Chief or Staff.
 

The division, after hr.ving been in the 9th Training Aren for about a 
month, vms ordered to ta.ke a sootor or trenches in the Vosges Mountains. The 
movement, originally scheduled for August 25, wt\.s dela.yOd until tho 27th be.. 
eeuse of the Lack of trucks. On that da.te the division, viith tho exoeption 
of animal dravln tra.nsports which proceeded by marching the day before, and ot 
the 318th Engineers vihich follovTed on the next day, embussed for the long trip 
to the vicinity of Remiremont, some 40 kilometers behind tho lines. Tho route 
followed Nogent-on-Bo.ssigny, Ilo~tigny, Ileuse , La. :Ub..rche, lJontroux, Do.rmey, 
Gurey, Baines-les-Baines, Xertignoy, Bellefontaine, RCmiromont. 

Billeting details o.l'fmys prcceeded any movement of troops, and thoy 
arranged for the quartering of the men at tho nevi stages. 



Each camfon or bus was supposed to hold 18 men with their full field -1.·.... 

equipment. Even this was more than crowding them in, but at that the re-
q uirod number of busses didn't arrive and the men were packed 20 to 24 deep. 
Empty candens followed the long train, to be used in case of omergency. 

Animo.l drawn vehicles for whieh no animals were on hand were left behind 
at Bricon, under the Division Quartermaster, to follow by rail or on receipt 
of animals. 

OPERATIONS 

(From "Order of Battle of the United States Lund Forces in the World War ­

Di'Visions").
 

AUGUST 31 - SEPl'El:BER 6, DIVISION (LESS ARTILLERY) PARTICIPATES WITH THE 
FRENCH Dr THE OCCUPATION OF THE GERARDlJER SECTOR (ALSACE). August 31, Divis­
ion is affiliated vdth Frenoh 131 Division and that night, August 31/Septe~ 
ber 1, the leading elements enter tho linn to relieve the 35th Division in the 
Gerardmar Sector. September 2, the comma.nd of the sector, Whieh extcJl.ds from 
Lauch Creek, one kilometer west of Sengeren, to Noiss Creek, one half kilo­
meter west of Faing, passes to the French l3lst Division. 

SEPTElmER 6 - OCTOBER 12, DIVISION (LESS ARTILLERY) OCCUPIES THE GERARD­
l~R SECTOR (ALSACE), September 6, Division assumes command of the sector ex­
cept the centers of rosistance of Le Linge and r~oirmont: the northern limit 
is near Grossmatt. September 9-11. the sector is extended north to Weisa 
Creek, including Le Lingo and Hoirmont; elements of the French 131st Division 
arc relioved; local actions. October 12, Division, relieved by the French 
l62nd Division in-tho north half of the sector and by the Frenoh 1st Division 
in the south hoJ..f', moves to the staging aroas near Corcieux and Saulxures-sur­
I.J.:1selotte. (October 13, 3rd and 78th Field Artillery regiments move to 
Liffol-le-Grand) training. October 20, 11th Field Artillery moves to the west 
of Romngne, whore it is attached to the 58th Field Artillery Brigade and, Oct­
ober 26}1~ovomber 1, supports the 89th Division in the lfuuse-Argonne Operations. 
October 26, Division (less artillery) moves to the south of Les Islettes and 
Clermont-en-}~gonne; training follows. 

NOVEMBER 1-8, DIVISION (LESS ARTILLERY) PARTICIPATES IN THE MEUSE­
ARGONNE OPERATION. November 1, Division, in corps reserve, moves north through 
the Foret d'Argonne. November 2, Division arrives ncar Pont-a-l'Aune, Camp 
de Bouzon, and Champ-lahaut; elements relieve the 82nd Division in a reserve 
battle position which extends along the ridges south of the Airo River, from 
a. point on the river west of Hill 174, along the north edge of Boise de Imroq 
and thenoe c.long the east and north edges of the Boise de IJegremont, Nev­
ember 3-6, DiVision moves north vit'o Briquonay and the region of Authe and 
St-Pierremont, to the vicinity of Stonne and Artaise-le...Vivier. November 6, 
units move into line to rill a. temporary gllp which exists between the French 
and the I Corps nenr Arto.iso-le-Vivier, and caused by the movement of the 
latter toward the northeast. lJovember 9, Divisions moves via Autho, the 
Thonorguos-Briq ueno.y .Area~ the l;ontblainville-Cornay luoeo., lind Uontfo.ucon to­
the Vcrdun-l)ur-l,~ouso Ju-on • 

(From the 1919 manuscript). 

IN THE GERARD1:lER SECTOR OF THE VOSGES l!OUNTAINS 

The Vosges lfuuntains comprise a chain of lofty peaks running in a general 
northerly and southerly direction. Before the war they formed the bound~~y 

line between France and Alsace, then possessed by Germany. Tue mountains vary 
in height up to 4500 feet above sea level, and the scenery, while bea~tiful 

and grand, had a depressing 6ffeot upon men who do all their -traveling by
""UWN'd, ~f.1J!l~ ...c:~}I~~,le ?!.!t~!d:~,,~ll_watered ,~:~c atreams and rivulets. 



The Fr'noh mountains are rugged and heavily wooded and. e:x:oe'&dingly in­

a~ceseible, The German mountains 'are probably higher with the s~opes more
 
abrupt, and at plaoes the vine' is gro'wn extensively. The French'mountains
 
are long lateral ramif1c.tions, more so than the German~ and oonpequently
 
roads are better and more freque~t on the Alsaoian side. Numerous oastles
 
of Alsace lynd and additional attraotion,to the German side of ~he Vosges.
 

Atter the initial phases of the war, with the French lines deeply im-­

bedde4 in German 8Qil, this section o~ the long battle line in the Vosges
 
l:oUh~s came to be known as a "qtP.et" sectOJ'.
 

French army cer-ps always commanded the Vosges sector. Whenever American 
divisions were sent here, they served under the Frenoh Military authorities 
and were joined to Fronoh units for tactioal purposes. 

The Gerardmer Sector was that portion of the battle line lying due east 
of the town ot Gerardmer. It·was to -this sector that the 6th Division was 
ordered on the 25th of August, 1918, to relieve the 35th U. S. Division, then 
holding the position. 

On the 28th the diY1.~on C~ under tho supervision of the 33rd French
 
~ Corps for tactioal ~po8e8. For administrative purposes they operatod
 
under the 7th Corps U. S.~, Wit~ th, 6th Division i~ the 7th Corps were
 
the 81st and the ~8th Divisions U. S. Ax1rIy. The 6th Division from this time
 
on was a part of tho 1'th French Army. .
 

$' 

On arii-.ral in tho RomiroIl1Ont area, the div1sion wont into billets in the 
toVl.n8 near that city as far east as La Brosso and as far west as La Challe­
Aug-Bois. The Division remained and trained in this magnifioent country among 
the hills behind the high mountains where tho lines were located for a few 
days. This is probably the most beautiful and pioturesquo oountry of 1ts kind 
in the world. and with few excep'tions, the mcn saw tor the first time a land 
mado famous by two thousand years of history and romance. 

During tho training, plans woro p~rfccted for tho relicf of tho divisions 
in tho front linos, Tho troops wero to assomb1e gradually and move forvlard by 
bus and by marching to positions in preparations prior to entering t~o lines. 
On tho 30th tho division was ordcred to enter the lines and ocoupy that part 
of tho sootor hald by tho 35th Division between C. R. Collette and R. C. 
Sulzern, both inolusive. Tho roliof was to bo effeotod gradually as follows: 
From the 31st of August 'to Soptombor 2nd the division was to reinforce the 
13lst Fronoh Division~ forming a reinforoed division, From tho 3rd to tho 9th 
of Soptembet tho units of tho division wore to be substituted progressively 
for tho units ot the 1318t Division. Boginning with the loth of September 
the sootor was to be hold ontiroly by tho 6th Division. 

The personnel of tho 1315t were to act as instructors and advisors to the 
porsonnol of tho 6th. The p.e's of the division. brigades, regiments and 
battalions wore to be movod to the vicinity of their corresponding French 
units, In th18 way tho men of the 6th were to recoive their "baptdsm of fire II , 

leern tho lay of the land, the syste~ of trench lifo, tho plan of defense of 
the sootor, and tho plan of reinforoement from pretrained and oxperienced men. 

Camp Eoussat was used as tho assombly point for the 54th Infantry; Ccmp 
:.:ittla.oh for the 53rd1 Le Collet for tho 52nd and Le lloing for tho 51st. 
Guides from tho 35th Division mot the units of the 51st and 52nd Regiments at 
La Collet, a.nd units of tho 53rd a.nd 54th at Kruth_ 

Compos!to ba.tte.lions woro formed by oombining tlvo of our oompanies with 
two Frenoh oompa_a~ During tho night of August 30-31, units of the 35th 
Division and Fronoh units in the front lino were relievod by those composite 
batta.110ns, The romnining units of the division moved into assembly points 
immodiately 1n roar, Division headquarters had boon ostnblishod a.t Romiremont; 
the 11th Briga.de ct Va.gney and the 12th Brigade at Snulxuros. On Septembor 
3rd the div18iontll P.C. moved to Gornrdmor; the 11th Drigade to 10 Collet~ 

an4 the 12th Brigade to Pa.yrou. 



I

Hardly had the relief of the sector been completed when word v~s receiveq 
from the 33rd French Army Corps ordering the 6th to relieve French troops 
occupying the subs ector of the Des La cs to the north. This required shuff­
ling around of the regiments to accomodate the new situation. The 51st Infan­
try took over the new lines occupying C. R. Linge and C. R. Normont. The 52nd 
Infantry relieved the 51st in C. R. Su l zer'n , reb.ining C. R. Jourdan. The 
53rd relieved the 52nd in Sattel, and occupiod B0noit and Robinson at the samo 
time, while the 54th held de Galbort and Collette. The 51st P.C ••vns ordered 
established at Camp Richard, and the 52nc moved to Lo tioing. Tho 51st reliov­
ed the 7th B.r.C. (Prench Chinese) in their new quarters. 

The division now hold a front about 21 miles, north to south, with the 
53rd Infantry having throo battalions in the rront line and tho other regimen­
ts two cach. 

The 6th Field Artillery Brigade \~S not vnth the division in tho sector; 
all artillory under tho comnand was 7rench artillery. This was composed'of 
many difforent types - 65's (l.:ountain bnttorios), 75's, SO's, 120'5 long, 
120'8 Short, 155 long and 155 short. This artillery vms organized into two 
groups, ono supporting eaoh infantry brigade, v~th posts of oommand adjoining 
thoso of the brigades. 

The artillory was placod for defensive \varfare vdth threo-fourths of the 
batteries covering the principle lines of resistance. Rather than scattor 
artillery f~e along tho wide front, it vms thought more advisable to cover 
the most Jmportant points, in view of defonGe, with a normnl barrage of effec­
tive density. On those parts of tho line which were not covered by tho nor­
mal barrage, thore was provided either an "oventual" ba.rragc fire, or a con­
centratod fire. No artillery fire was provided where the opposing lines wore . 
widoly separated since tho infnntry could cover tho open apnee with their own 
moans. 

Orders had boen received by the French from higher authority that thore 
could be no morc ammunition allotted at that time to the difterent batteries 
in this sector. It vms thorefore necessary to usc less ammu~ition regardless 
of complaints by tho infantry that they were not getting the proper artillery 
support, During the Spring drives by tho Germans in the north, the French had 
lost valuable stores, nnd consequently were hnrd pressed for ~ufficient ammun­
ition to supply their armies in moro active sectors thnn tho Vosges. 

Tho question of supply, ai:ting to tho great c::tcn't of the divisional areas 
and the mountainous character of the country, VIllS a.n exceedingly difficult one. 
There were ~'o railheads, Cornimont and Gerardmcr. From Cornimont supplies 
were moved by truck to Holtzplatz, from whero wagons, pack mules and "paCk 
soldiors" completed the distribution. The northern part of the sector wus 
sorved by a tranwmy from Gorardmor to Retournomer, thence by sorinl cablovre.y 
over to Hobnoek on anothor cablewuy to Lo Collet, with further distribution. 
by wngons, pack mules and men. Furthor, n funioulnr rnilwo.y ran up to the 
mountnins from Camp Hormitage, near' Lo Rud1in, to Gnzon lIa.rtin. Had tho 
ocoupation of the sector lasted into the winter, still nnothcr menns of trans­
portation vrould have boon used as tenms of Alnskn dogs nnd slods formed ~t 

o~ tho seotor equipment. 

OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE VOSGES 

Patrolling carried on nightly undor difficulties 
Our Ba.ptism of Fire. 

'. 
The Vosges Uountnins VfOro reputed to be quiet, ,vith a sort of II gentlo" 

mon's ngreoment" forbiding any aggressivo offorts on oither sida. Troops came 
bore to "rost" nfter hnrd fighting on other fronts. 



p 

This might have been true before Americans came into this region, but it 
was not so afterwards. The Kaiser once said that Americans could never accus­
tom themselves to the routine and monotonous life of modern trench vmrfare. 
He 'was right, of course, for as soon as Americans came into a "quiettl sector ­
it was quiet no longer. The natural impetuosity of the men to tlstart some­
thing", together with a little feverish nervousness due to their newness at 
the military ganw, made the woods ring day and night with the noise of battle. 
Patrolling \ms carried out actively along the entire front to reconnoitor 
enomy wire and to capture prisoners. Raids of minor nature were froquent. 

The miss ion of the Division vms defense. No rn i ds in an e.ttempt to gain 
ground from tho ene'my could be undcrtnkon without authorit Jr from Army Corps. 
The plan of the Division was to patrol actively, to controllJo l1c.n's Land, and 
to harass the onol~ oy small raids. The success of thoso tactics l.nS eviden­
cod by tho frequent raids mado by the enomy in a.n effort to secure prisoners 
and information of our intentions. Those rnids wore all repulsed with heavy 
loss to tho Germnns, cnd tho fow prisoners they obtained WDrc groatly out­
numbered by those taken by the Division from these same ra.iding parties. 

The 51st Infantry suffered the first casualty from enemy firo. On tho 
night of September 6, an ambush patrol was sent out from C. R. Sulzern under 
Sergeant Alfred Zielinski, Compa.ny B. Flures were boing Bont up from both 
lines and a rifle shot hit the sorgennt when he was observed in tho light. 
His body \~s recovered and he was buried with all military honors behind the 
hill on which he fought. Later his body was removed to the Amorionn Cometery 
at Ger-ardmor, 0' 

On the same night a patrol from thc 52nd, under Lioutena.nt Kent, encoun­
tered nn enomy patrol of unknown strength in front of P. A. Eck, but on account 
of the groat a.mount of loose vnre in No 1nn's Lnnd tho po.trol vms not able to 
get to closo quarters. Another enomw patrol vms driven from B Company's wiro 
by gren&tes and riflo firo on this sa.mo night. Neither of those encounters 
resulted in prisonors being tnkon, but ench was 0. lively skirmish while it 
lasted. 

On tho 7th the 52nd Infnntry, with its French nssocintos, sufferod from 
considernble enomy fire. Lieutenant Edgar A. Robey of tho 53rd Infantry \~s 

wounded by the accidental discharge of n pistol when his patrol wus returning 
to the trenches on the night of tho Oth. On tho night of the lOth the T.P.S., 
picked up a ne~ Gorman code of the 54th. Prisoners tnke~ in this sootor shou~ 

ed that the 54th German Infantry had been opposing the 54th U.S. Infantry up 
to this time. 

Enemy artillory daily shelled the American sections .Tith shrapnel and gu~ 

shells. Our artillery replied vnth retaliatory fire and the thundering of tho 
guns boca.mo so usual that nfter a few days no notice ,vns paid to it. 

Camp Richard, tho regimental C.P., of tho 51st, was shelled with un extro. . 
bombnrdment of largo oalibre shells on tho afternoon of the 12th. Tho.t night 
a small enemy rnid vms attomptod on l~rello Deveille, in the 53rd soctor, but, 
tho enomy vdthdrow when challengod by the sentinel on post, who vms una.ble to 
firo on nccount of the 01080 proximity of his O\vn troops. Lieutena.nt Bonder, 
tho scout officer of tho 1st Battnlion of tho 54th Infnntry, vdth his nmbush 
po.trol of scouts, drow fire frem enemy positions opposite C. R. de Golbort, 
and vms forcod to retiro. 

Sarly on the morning of the 14th enemy raids kept the 52nd Infantry bUSy. 
1m enemy po.trol threw grenc.des in the sector of Company B, but the attack vms 
repulsed ,dth rifle fire end grenades. About the same time the enemy elso 
o.ttemptod a raid on D Company's sector, but this o.lso vms repulsed. He ~.do a 
bolder attempt with c. larger pc:crol on A Company t a eccbor , This raid was ace or 
pnm.cd b~r a ccmpnra.tively hen..v/ bcri-agc and tho usc of liquid f~.re. But c.ga.:'l';' 
he \'TC.s repu: sed without tc.ldng prLeonor e e He ;1eat c. he.sty ret~or.t. Lot.vfng 
hehind tho body of a Bc..~.rinn soldier which vms discoverod not fur from our 

" lines somo dnys Inter by Lieu~ena.nt ~ilson's petrol. 
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Sergeant Thurman Love and Corporal :;e::mie Akins, both of Company A, were 

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for the gallant work which each per­
formed that night. They held an advanced position throughout the liquid fire 
attack, driving off the raiding party with automatic rifles and even pursue~ 

the enemy back across No l~n's Land. Special mention was also made by the 
Brigado of Private Fred D. Hulse, Company A, who prompted and enthused the 
other men of his platoon to a stubborn resistance. 

Again on the night of the 14t~l5th, an enemy patrol was driven off with 
rifle fire and grenades from Lehmatt, held by D Company of the 52nd. Enemy 
artillery, on the 14th, located the 3rd Battalion of the 54th at Camp Boussat, 
inflicting casu~lties, principally to men of Company L. 

On the morning of the 15th, three men of M Company, 52nd Infantry, having 
been on night duty, were sleeping in,a dugout about GOO yards from C. R. Sul­
zern. The roof of the dugout caved in and two men escaped but Private Michael 
J..JIlatrudi was pinned to his bunk. First Sergeant Edwin Horgan. on duty at the 
P.C •• hurried to the dugout. Private Arnatrudi was alive and t~lked to the ser~ 

geant, but was pinr1ed daVin by a smnll timber across his legs. The sergeant 
was forced to work alone, but vms not able to extricate his man. ~fuile using 
a bolo to chop the timber~ a second cave-in occurod und both men were buried. 
After an hour's hard worK, Sorgeant lfurgan was rescuod, badly bruised. Four 
hours lator Private Amatrudi1s body was recovered. This work by Sergeant Hor­
gan was one Qfthe roasons why he la.ter boca:r.:.o Lieutenant Edwin Lorgo.n. 

At l2:l0A.~., on the 17th the enemy opened firo on P. A. Roichacker, 
hold by Compa~y E of tho 53rd, with 37-mm, 75-r~1 and minenwerfer shells, and 
on G.C. 1 .....2. 3. 4 and 5 with hand and rifle greno.des. During the bombardment 
all the men entered their dugouts. At 1:10 a bluish greon flare wont up from 
his lines. Tho bombardment was lifted to tho second line of Combat groups 6, 
7 and 8. Gorman infantry immediately attnckod G.C. 2, 3 and 5, hold by Com­
pa.ny K. Tho Germans succeeded in entering G.C. 2, but wore driven back vdth 
hend grenades nnd pistols. One Gorman officer vms killed here, nnd a Gorman 
soldier wes killed at tho entra nee to a dugout, his body being dragged back 
to tho wire. G.C. 5 roported two Gernans killed. The enemy dead carried 
small tin boxes which were thought to contain gas or some high explosive. 

Sorgoo.nt J. W. Brown, of Company K, was montioned for cool o.nd officient 
bohavior under fire, o.nd ITunners Joseph u~ Crowley. Rucben N. Staunton and 
Wlllium J • Cox, of Company K were o.lso mentioned for gallant bcho.v10r undor 
heavy machine gun fire. 

Two men were wounded on the 15th when a patrol consisting of o.n officer 
and eight men from the 53rd were nttacked ncar tho enemy line in front of 
C. R. Robinson. The petrol returned safely, however, .vith their wounded. 

On the night of the 16th/17th n patrol of scouts from the 1st Battalion 
of the 54th and from the 18th l~chino Gun Battalion under l.~jor Enoch B. ~~rey, 

tho Division Scout Officer, with Lieutonant Bender, Lieutenant ~cIntosh and' 
two other officers. dopc~rted fro~ C. R. Benoit with tho intention of taking 
prisoners. On the' two previous 'nights the patrol hed been out to reconnoiter 
No l~n's Lo.nd and the enemy wiro. The enomy wire was crossed with tho usc of 
a spocially constructed laddor and tho patrol entered the enomy trenchos and 
returned, bringing back four prisoners. 

First LieutenantF. M. Hoss, 53rd Infantry, .nth this patrol, when chal­
lengod by a. GerJllEln sentry, answored in German and engaged him in convorsntion 
vmile continuing to advnnoo. ;lnen 01050 onough he overpowered the sentry be­
fore tho alarm could be given. 

Privcto Robert G. Jucho.nan, Company B, 54th Infantry, vmile with this 
pntrol, broke into an enomy dugout end capt~rod thrc~ Germans. Again on Sopt­
ember 29~h, Pr i vn ~c 13uc:r.~'.nf.l.nwas l'. monbcr of a ra~dilJ.g party I'rom ":~hl) Co~,1ett:, 

sccbor, He had r-eached ~ho enemy v.ri~·c and ':[.:..s cnguged in clxt;t~n6 :i:~ when he 
was fired en by ar. enomy patrol. Ho ccrrcd.ruod t.o cut; tho 'lI~.l·e 1.:nt11 crdc r od 

«:	 

back by the pntrol Lcader, For his cond.rc c in bo'ch thcsf) instcnC'esPriv,'..tc 
Buch~nan vms armrdod tho Distinguished Service Crossp 



There was little of importance on the 17th. Lieutenant Showfelt fired on 
three Germans who were inspecting our wire in front of C. R. Sulzern. Two 
appeared to be hit, but they managed to make their way back to their lines. 
At the request of Colonel Smith of the 52nd an artillery barrage was laid on 
enemy trenches opposite C. R. Sulzern to stop special work being performed 
there. 

On the 18th, we lost one man killed and four men as prisoners to the 
enemy. Corporal Gaetane Berardi and Corporal 1Jalter D. Jones of Company L, 
52nd Infantry, were intercepted by an enemy patrol while working their way 
from one combat group to another. They were fired upon and blood in the vicin­
ity indicated that one or both might have been hit. The enemy patrol escaped 
with their prisoners aided by a heavy smoke barrage. Three men of the 18th 
l~chine Gun Battalion, while moving alonG the road leading from Altmats Kopf 
to I~ttlach, were fired upon by an enemy patrol and Private Frank Ogle was 
killed. Sergeant Robert C, Faucett and Corporal Grover ~~ Smith emptied their 
automatics at the enemy but vrere overpowered when trying to reload and were 
taken prisoner. The sergeant managed to get rid of maps he was carrying bo­
fore being captured. 

On the same night Sergeant Constantino Francis and ft1 men from Company 
F of the 54th wero on patrol along the Tracy road from/CoY1ette sector. They 
~an across a small enomy patrol and opened fire on thom. but the Germans os­
caped in the heavy underbrush. 

f," 

,. 

Ea~ly on the morning of the 19th, a mess detail from Company L of the 
51st discovored an ene~ patrol hiding in our trenches. Private Robert A. 
Davisson, Who was hoading tho detail, opened fire, killing one German and 
wounding another. The othors rushed over the top of our trenches and were 
joined by about a dozen more German in their flight back to their OVal trenches. 
Although pursued by our men, they managed to escape. 

A Ger~~n machine gun position opposite C. R. Linge was blown up on the 
20th by a direct hit from a one pounder of the 51st Infantry. The enemy re­
taliated with maohine gun fire and with artillery and gas shells. Captain 
Groves and two men wore wounded and others gassed. Tho accuracy of tho one 
pounder was favorably commented upon by the regimental commander. 

A patrol of tv/a officers and 16 men from the 52nd wont out on.tho night 
of the 20th/21st and proceeded to the seoond string of enemywiro before they 
wore discovered, 'Our men retreated, but by- tho time they reuohod our lines 
about one hundred Germans were at their heels. 

Lieutenant Reud.1:ho 3J.·d Datta1io~~ Scout Officer and Liouteno.nt lie Intosh, 
2nd Battalion Scout ottieer and four scouts of the 54th Infantry went out on 
the night of the 22nd/2Srd to inspect damage to enemy wiro caused by eur 
trench mortars. ilhon returning they were nearly surrounded by a large eno~ 

patrol. In the fight, Privnte Nichols of Company L ,~s killed. The others 
worked their ,vay back to our lines, bringing Private Nichols body.vnth them. 

;::njer WilHam E. Selbie, Infantry, Division 0-2 and ;'iajor John L. Jen­
kins, G.S., Division G-3, wore relieved from duty vdth the Division and put 
on detached service with the Goner-a.I Staff College. lSajor 11. Vf. Gray, G.S., 
became G-2 and Colonel J. E. Bell, Infantry, became 0.3, Colonel Bell vms 
relieved by Lieutenant Colonel R. P. Williams, l~rine Corps, on October 6. 
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l THE FAKE. 

According to instructions from Army Headquarters, the divisions in the 
line of the Vosges were to make a showing of arms and try to deoeive the enemy 
into thinking that he could expeot an attaok. The 6th Division carried out 
their part of the "fake" to perfection. The Germans opposite the 6th organ­
ized their positions in depth, keeping one battalion of each regiment in the 
line. This division kept all four regiments in the line, with each regiment 
having at least two battalions at the front. 

German aeroplanes cireled the lines continually and the enemy seemed ner­
vous and uneasy. Actually, the big Argonne offensive was about to begin, and 
it was the duty of the 6th to keep as many divisions of the enemy occupied as 
possible in the Vosges region until after the offensive got under way. 

It was arranged that troops should march from place to place in the early 
hours of the morning and thus give the impression of being the tail-end of an 
all night march. The 16th Machine Gun Battalion proceeded by hiking from Beil­
lard to Lo Collet, and two companies of the 51st marched from Pre Carre, start­
ing at 5 o'clock, to Camp Richards, Tv,o companies of the 54th mArched at the 
same time from Camp Boussat to Le 1~yeur. This force drew fire from enemy art~ 

illery and suffered some casualties. This hiking was done under strict mil· 
itary discipline, and smoking and loud talking was forbidden. At night these 
forces returned to their original quarters. 

of 
The~aptil1ery moved one gun from each/four batteries to new positions and 

registered on enemy targets. The P.C., of the 11th Brigade closed at La Collet 
and opened at Camp Nicolas. Division headquarters was moved forward from Ger­
ardmer to 10 Collet. Two new radio sets were installed and fake messages were 
sent during the night of the 23rd/24th. A fake meSSage was also sent in the 
cloar over tho phone, referring to the new division, and immediately a stinging 
rebuke was returned for sending the mo~sage in the clear lvith the hope that the 
onemy would catch it with his detector set. 

All this, it was hoped, would give the impression that an additional div­
ision had taken position with tho 6th in preparation for an attack. Along tho 
G0rman lines there was unusual activity. Tho enemy became anxious to seoure 
prisoners and identificntion. 

On the 26th of September the big offensive to the north began, and the 
maneuvering of the 6th wns eompletod. The P.C. of the division returned to 
Gorardmer, and tho 11th Brigade headquarters returned to Collet. The two 
additional radio stations wure dismantled, and the normal life of the sector 
was r osumcd, 

FHIAL DAYS IU THE VOSGES. 

Enemy patrols had been coming nightly to a largo roek in front of K Com­
pany, 51st Infantry. On September 25th, Sergeant Potschler, Sergeant Kinsey, 
Sergeant Flynn and Corporal Janson wont to this rock to ambush the enomy. 
Howover, tho Germans, with a large patrol had arrived first. Vfuilo returning, 
our men were sighted, but not recognized, by a friendly patrol. Shots were 
fired and both Sergeant Petschler and Sergeant Kinsey were wounded, Sergeant 
Petschler dying the next day. 
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On the night of the 24th, pursuant to instructions from division head­

quarters, special efforts were made to capture prisoners in front of C. R.
 
Noirmont. Among the patrols sent out was one comnanded by First Lieutenant
 
John H. Carter, 51st Infantry. Besides the lieutenant, the patrol consisted
 
of four sergeants and two corporals of Company F. The mission given the pat­

rol was to proceed towards the town of Orbey and capture prisoners or bring
 
baok identifications. As the patrol pushed out Lieutenant Carter said:
 
"Captain, you know I'm not afraid of the Boche or the devil, but I am afraid
 
of that eleotric wire."
 

This patrol left the lines at 5:30 in the evening, and upon approaching 
the enemy vvire saw ~vo of the enemy sentinels. Lieutenant Carter and one ser­
geant left the patrol and went north with the idea of working around the right 
flank of these sentinels. They had no sooner crossed the creek than two flares 
went up from the enemy lines. Two shots were fired and Lioutenant Carter fell 
across the electric wire. The sergeant crawled up and caught hold of the body 
of the lieutenant a.nd tried to throw it orf the wire but was unable to do so, 
receiving a shock from the oleotricity. In order to prevent having his patrol 
Wiped out, tho sergeant led his men back to our trenches. By the tin~ a re­
port was made to the battalion commander it was too late to se~ out another 
patrol before daybreak. 

Nightly patrols were sent out from the 51st to recover Lieutenant Cartor's 
body, but it was not until the night of October 5, that they were successful. 
Somo of the patrols passod within twenty yards of it but wore unable to locate 
the exact spot. First Lieutenant Frank H. Terrell, 51st Infantry, with a 
patrol of ~~~men from H Company, wns out on the night of October 5, wi~h the 
mission o! cutting enemy vnre and securing prisoners. Tho vdre vms cut, but 
no enemy was encountored. Instead, when a flare wr.S sQnt up, the body of Lieut· 
enant Carter ,vas seon on tho wire not far a,vuy. It was recovered and brought 
back to our lines, being buried in tho lunorican CemQtery at Gorardmer. Serw 

geant Oscar L. Shugart, Headquarters Company, 51st Infantry, showed extraord­
inary courage and presence of mind a.s a member of Lieutena.:nt ];'crrelI-s patrol. 

Sergeant Edwin I.Iorgan, Company 1'4, 52n.d Infantry, went out aLone in front 
of his company trenches on tho morning of the 27th to' search for a. man who hnci 
become lost while on pa.trol the night before. Scr-goanb I.lorgan wonf boldly out 
into No :.nn' s Land in full v~oV{ of th.e enemy trenches, mnking his vruy!'rom 
place to place. He found hi~ ~n and brought him ba.ck safely even though under 
tho fire of the enemy~ 

Patrols went out as usual on the night of the 28th. Lieutenant Hclntosh 
and Private Oscar L. Bur~~t Company H, 54th Inf~ntry, made an extensive explor­
ation of enemy wire and fet~rned. '~1e~tenant Dender with another officer and 
17 men of the 54th went au1 look~ng for a fight in front of C. R. Gaullert. 
They met two strong enemy patrol~ and killed one German. ~ patrol of four non­
commissioned offjoers ~nd 12 pTiva~es fromComp~ny E, 52nd Inta~trr under Ser-·· 
geant Lloyd also went out ~ut vm~ driven back by enemy artil+ery fire. G.C. 2, 
Reichsacker, occupied by men of Company E under Lieute~nt A, B. Endioott, was 
SUbject to severe trench mortar And r~fle grenade fire that night. "tlhen the 
barrage lifted t~e Germans attacked wtth three of them getting inside the 
treneh. One was killed and the others driven back. Some of our men were woun­
ded by shell fragments. Corporal Clarence E. Carroll, Company E, was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross for'his conduct during thi~ engagement. Thoug.a 
badly wounded he continued to fight with great bravery and determination, ki~.l­

ing one·of the enemy in a personal encounter. After he became blinded by thC'J 
explosion of n grenade, he passed his rifle to a sergeant near him saying, 
"I can't see. You give it to them." 
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At 4:30 on the morning of the 29th a raiding party consisting of Lieuten­
ants Read and McIntosh and 102 men from the 2nd and 3rd Battalion Scouts of 
the 54th Infantry started with the intention of entering the enemy lines oppos­
ite C. R. de Galbert. Reconnaissanoe had been made for several nights prev­
ious. At the same moment that our box barrage started, an intense enemy coun­
ter barrage was laid down and the majority of the patrol was unable to reach 
the objective. However; Lieutenant McIntosh and three men did get through to 
the enemy seoond line trench, but found it unoocupied. 

In the counterbarrage Lieutenant \filliam T. Ingram and seven men were 
killed and twenty-four wounded. Lieutenant Ingram's men were at their posts 
in a neighboring trenoh. He had had most of them take cover during the bomb­
ardment but he himself was instantly killed by a 75 burst. His actions saved 
the lives of at least sixteen men. 1~st of the other casualties occurred when 
the patrol was returning to our trenches. All the bodies but one were recov­
ered. 

A statement by Brigadier General James B. Erwin on this action followsl 

"Though the raid of this morning entailed losses, which are regrettable; 
I am firmly of the opinion that the final result will be beneficial. It has 
shown the Germans that thero are American officers and soldiers who have the 
bravery and norve to go up against the strongest portion of the line hold by 
them in this sector. This was accomplished by Lieutenant NoIntosh and three 
mono They aocomplished the mission on which they woro sent and made a complete 
tour of the German trenoh assigned to them without finding it occupied." 

A p~rol of eight men of Company I, 51st Infantry, in charge of Lieuten­
ant James E. Stuart went out from C. R. Lingo on tho night of tho 30th and 
proceoded to the ruins of the old house where an enemy patrol of sixteen men 
was encountered. None of our men were '\'founded, while one German was taken 
prisoner and others wero wounded. 

Early on the morning of October 4, the Germans laid down a hoavy barrago 
boxing G.C. 7 in the I.Tattle sector, cutting off some 25 men of Compaby B of 
the 53rd. l!ajor Enoch B. Garey was with them at the timo. Three enemy ~')£l.l·t~:,3 

of about 100 mon oach, vnth machine guns and flame throwers, then raided this 
sector. They succeeded in cutting the wire after killing the sentinols. Post 
No. 4 was destroyed by liquid firo; all of the men thoro being killed or woun­
dod. Lieutenant John G. Duffy took a couple of men cnd manned that post. Tho 
eneIn¥ was finally drivon off ca.rrying most of their wounded with them, although 
five were captured. Our lesses in killed and wounded were severe although vro 
lost no prisoners. Lieutenant John W~ Jewoll was killed by the explosion of a 
shell. G.G. 8, 9 and 10 in this seotor also sufferod considerable damage dur­
ing the barrage, two men being killed and five wounded. 

Distinguished Service Crosses wore given the following for their conduot 
during this engagementl 

Lieutenant John G. Duffy. He took oommand of Post No.4 after its ocou­
pants were killed or wounded, and hold it with a. small detachment. After the 
raid he removed some 20 grenades which had bocome dangerously hot due to the 
fire and which were about to explode. 

Corporal Alexander Dodder. Company H. After being severely wounded he 
continued te operate his automatic rifle until the enemy retreated. 

Private James lmsp. Company H. Before the barrage lifted ho crossed open 
ground to his post and manned it alone throughout the engagement. During the 
latter part of the fight he \?as the sole protection for a group of soldiers 
ncar him who had been flanked by the enomy. 

Corporal Ross l:CClusky, Company H. (Posthumous)., Although fo.to.lly woun­
ded enroute to his post he did not falter; a.nd, despite a heavy bombardment, 
took his position and continued to fight until tho onemy WllS repulsed. lIe im­
bued his men vnth such fighting spirit tho.t, although groatly outnumbered, they 
fought until the enemy vms decisively beaten. 



Corporal Julius Nielson l Company H. Although wounded he maintained his 
position under heavy bombardment and refused to leave until the enemy had bee~ 

repulsed. 

Early on the morning of October 4. the enemy opened up with: a heavy bomb­
ardment all along the tront of the de Galbert sector» held by the 54th Infan­
try. Without waiting for orders l friendly artillery laid down a barrage on 
the enemy's trenches. The enemy also bombarded French artillery emplacements 
near Camp Boussat with Various calibre shells. but was unabke to put the 
artillery out of action. Almost 2000 shells. gas,. shrapnel and H.E., were 
fired by the enemy and nearly as many by the Frenoh. Due to this oounber 
barrage no enemy infantry attack was made on the sector, although the French 
infantry position on the right was raided. 

On the 9th Camp Richards, the 51st Infantry P. C~,. was bombarded by enenw
 
artillery, but fortunately only some horses, which were standing by the side
 
of the road leading into the place, were killed.
 

~Vhile the infantry was engaged in the actual defense of the sector the 
other units of tho division had not been idle. The 318th Engineers were 
engaged in various activities; among them the operation of the aerial cable­
vmy, tho mining of roads, operating sawmills, conatructing cantonments and 
dugouts, and the building of military roads. l~eh: of the work was done under 
enemy shell fire. 

The ~ignal troops of tho division were extremely busy during tho entire 
occupation of the soctor, In addition to the opcr~tlon and maintenance of tho 
existing linos_ a hoavy task under the conditions with much of the wire old 
and rotten, new lines were constructed to several points. Hundreds of milos 
of abnndoned wire ran through tho sector. The signal troops wore employed in 
tracing out these old lines, utilizing thom when profitable •. and taking them 
out where they were of no further use. Hundreds of kil~o~rs of vdre Were 
thus salvaged and the danger of tho enemy listoning·in materially reduced. 

The units of the sanitary train were utilized in many plaoes. Ambulance 
companies and field hospitals were located on routes from the line to the rear 
to handle the evacuation of the sick and wounded. In addition to the divis­
ional sanitary troops, two ~rench Alpine Ambulance companios were at. the dis­
posal of the division. 

1Vhilo the division ,vas in the Vosges tvro companies of Military Police 
were at their disposal. ~\~ng to the great extent of tho divisio~ ~~. and 
un assignment of police to an additional area around Cornimont, tho entire 
force. of 300 ~en was constantly employed. The ~ro most important functions 
oxorcised by the police in this sector \vns the apprehension of stragglers and 
tho patrol of tho cities and t~vns, Traffic control posts wero established 
on all important roads and trails loading out of tho division area and all men 
~re examined for travel authority. 

At noon on tho 1st of October. the division had passed from the jurisdict­
ion of the 33rd French Army corps to the 1st French ~ Corps, stil~ remn1nin~ 
however·, in tho 7th French Army I and in the 7th U. S. Army Corps for adminis­
trative purposes. 

At 10 o.olock on October 13th, tho Division passed out of the 1st French 
Army Corps and operated entirely under the 7th U. S. Army Corps. 

The relief of the divrs10n began on the night o~ the 9th/lOth of October~ 
The l62nd Division (French) took over the six northern sub-sectors, ~nd tho 
1st Division (French), which vms then in the line south of the 6th Division, 
oxtended its front and teok over the throe southorn battalion sectors, 
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The march from the trenches \vas long and fatiguing, up and down mountains
 
ever broken trails and in the dead of night. The men, however, had been hard­

ened by their six weeks in the wenches, and the'? came through in fine shape.
 

The division vms billeted in the area occupied before entering the trenches 
some units in the same tOVnlS and cities they formerly occupied, others in towns 
a.Long; the HoseHe River in the vicinity of Bussang. 

By the 15th of October all troops of the division were in billets in the 
rear, comfortably conscious that they could walk around a corner or look over 
a vmll without preliminary reconnaissance. Division.headquarters remained at 
Gerar-dmer , 

After a day or two devoted -co getting settled and c Leqnfng up, training 
was res,unod. Target ranges were improvised throughout the area and, in spite 
of the rain, much valuable work was done. l:imic warfare was vlar,ed and training 
v~th bombs and rifle grenades vms conductod, and .1ith it all, the men went back 
to the days of Squads Right, physical 0xercises and care of the rifle und 
oquipment, matters which thuy had supposod were left safely bohin~ in the 
Training Area. 

THE II:USE ARGONNE OFFElJSlVE 

AiJD TBI: B\ RT VIE PLA\""ED 

"The Sight Seeing Sixth" 

On the day the armistice vms drawn up tho 6th Division vms hiking. On 
November 11th, tho day the armistice went into effect, tho 6th Division was 
hiking. It was nothing unusual. For fifteen days the division had been hikingj 
and if they could have looked into tho future, twice as many days of hiking 
wore yet to come. This was a hiking outfit, in fact as well as reputation. 

The closing days of tl~ great Iffir found the 6th Division trying to keep 
in touch vdth the rapidly retreating Germans. It required a hiking outfit to 
do this, and a better division for this kind of 'vnrfaro could not be found. 
The Boche retreat must have been carefully planned for when their front lines 
go.vo way and the American Army came pouring in, those Germans who woro not 
killed disappeared quickly. Cavalry ,vas needed for this emergency, but as 
nono v~s availablo the 6th Division vm.s used. 

Genornl Pershing sC.w fit to commend tihc 'lork of t.he Division in the
 
follovnng letter:
 

" •••• The Commander- - in - Chief haa not failed to nota vrith great pride
 
the soldierly nchievemonts of tho 6th Division.
 

"The following remarks concerning tho 6th Division are of record at those
 
headquarturs:
 

"The 6th Division detrained in the Clermont r~gion in tho latter part 
of October, 1918. On acco~~t of 0. very serious lack of nnim£.ls ~nd motor 
vehicles in the division thoro 'm.s 0. very groat doubt on the part of tho 
higher staff ~s to ,~cther or not tho division could be utilized during tho 
coming offensive. Neverthless, with less than 1000 animnls and ~c:r little 
truck transportction. the division adv~need into tho reserve pos~t~on for the 
1st Army Corps. From November 2nd to November 6th, tho 6th Division closely 
followed the rapid advance of the 1st Corps ~~thout complaint or ever re~k. 
The infantry of tho division made long marches on congested roads, pulling . 
by hnnd thoir machine gun oarts end carrying on their 0acks, or doing .dthout. 
supplios for which transportation should normally be avn.ilablc. 



"Upon the termination of the successful advance toward Sedan, the 6th 
Division immediately turned south and after u long march arrived east of 
Verdun, ready and willing to perform any task uhich might be assigned to it. 
That the division was not engaged east of Verdun was due to the fact that at 
the moment of its arrival the armistice beoame effective. 

"Altogether the performance of the 6th Division during the first eleven 
day~ of November, 1918, stands out as one of the finest exwmples of the 
fortitude and soldierly spirit displayed by the.American Soldier during 
the ~ar. It is not unjust to say that the duties of the 6th Division during 
this period required more di$cipline and soldierly dotermination than many 
engagements with the on~.Di . 

The story of those final days of the vmr may be told as folIous: 

At the time the big offensive began tho military situation of the contend­
ing armios vms this: The battle lino from Verdun north was generally in a 
northwest direction. Along this line the Germans held a Gigantic salient into 
the allied lines from a position just north of Verdun as far as Rheims. This 
salient waB almost a right anglo, the base of which ran practically east and 
west. This line ran through a littlo below the middle of the Argor~o Forest. 
The point of the salient lod on toward Paris. 

The Allies campaign vms to strike due north from the east and west line of 
this salient a~d thus outflank tho entire German battle line to the north, 
oven as far~g the sea if the campaign could be carriod that far. From the 
tovm or Stone north tho I.:euso Ri vor was to be practically the line of the now 
battlo front. It vms, on its face, a gigantic task. 

The success of the campaign depended largely upon the troops which occ­
upied tho pivotal position on which tho movement turnod. The 1st American 
Army vms allotted this placo, with tho 4th French Army on its left. The 
Americans held a sector of approximately fifty kilometers from tho neuse 
River wost to and including Grand Pre. The division on the right of the 
American Army sector had to change itS battle line from an east and west 
position to a northwest southeast ono. 

The 29th Division hold this key position on the extreme right during tho 
last phase of the offensive in Soptember. Lator it was relieved by the 26th. 
The divisions on the left advanced duo north until they uncovered the new 
position of the division on their rig~t~ and thon turned to the northeast com­
pleting a continuous new battle front. The troops on tho extreme left of tho 
American sector had the farthest distance to go, and'the 6th Division vms to 
advanco along the left of tho entire American sector. 

Vilien tho offensive began in September the 6th was still occupying the 
Gerardmer sector in the Vosges Uountains. After leaving the Gorardmer soctor 
and arriving in the billeting area, an advance detail was sent to report to tho 
headquarters of the Second Army at Toul. On arrival at Toulon October 13th 
it was·lea.rned that the Division was destined for tho First Army instea.d of tho 
Second. The detail moved on to Souilly where billeting arrangements were madc~ 

The division was to be assigned to the 3rd. Corps. 

Orders uere finally received for the move~nt of the division by rail. 
Tho destination, hovrever, wus not Souilly since the assignment was to the 1st 
Corps insteed of tho 3rd. Entrainment vms at six different stations on Oct­
ober 26th und 27th. The trip was made spoedily to St, fuenehould and two stations 
south thereof. This trip, it turned out later, was the last time tho Divi~ion 

was to ride before preparing for the return from overseas. 

From st. 1~Qhou1d the units of the Division marched east through the 
Argonne Forest ~ camps and bivouacs south of the St. lIDnohou1d Clermont road. 
Tho command echelon of division headquartors movod to Boauohallp Farm, 'with 
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tho administrative echelon to Futcau. Tho 11th Brigade Hoadqu~rtcrs WDre " 
established at St. Rouin, and the 12th Brigado Headquarters at C~p Perrin. 

The last phase of the offensive was just developing. The Division was 
on Army resorve attaohod to the 1st Corps and had relieved tho 82nd Division. 
Offic~rs from the infantry reguaents and mnchin~ gun battalions wore sent for~ 

ward to tho 42nd Division, thon in tho front line, as observers. They re­
me.incd with the 42nd several days, rejoining tho 6th aftor the division h~d 

moved. 

On moving to Futeau the military police werCl reorgnnized into one com­

pnny of 150 men. The job was to handle the traffic on the successivo movos
 
of the Division, an enormous t~sk with the road congested vnth motors and
 
foot troops.
 

The sound of guns vms increrising daily and the night before, Novembor
 
1st, it was troHcndous in volume. Early in the morning the division started
 
its march to the north, moving along sodde~ heavy ronds through the Argonne.
 
Very few Mirnnls were (l.v~ilo.ble and machanc gun carts, in some units were
 
dragged by hand , The division, on this day, was relievod as Army reserve
 
and assigned to the 1st. Corps as Corps reserve.
 

By the afternoon of november 2nd, the 11th Brigade was in the vicinity 
of Point a L'Aune and the 12th Bri~dc at Carr~ de Bouzon, .rost of Varennes in 
the ArGonne. The division P. C. '1nS luxuriously settled in concrete dUGouts 
kindly constructed by the Bache at Chrump l~haut, - an enemy strong point whon 
the Argonne offensive began on September 26th. 

~he 2nd Battalion of the engineers and the Engineer tro..in were ~ttachod 

to the 11th Brigade. The rost of tho engineers, the 16th lhchinc Gun Battal ­
ion, and the "6th Field Signal Battalion moved to Chrump l~haut vnth division 
hendqunrters. 

The Corps at this "ti~e vms attacking vdth tyro divisions in t~e front 
lines and two in reserve. The 78th Division vms assaulting on the :~:t of 
the soctor, and the 77th Division on the right. The 6th Division vms ~o occ­
upy tho "Corps Position of Socurity". This position consisted of ridges 
south of the Aire River below Grand Pre and St. Juvin and noar Ch~tel Ghehcry~ 
Ono regiment of infantry and one bcttalion of engineers were to occupy the 
position at all times uith the rest of the division held in rec.diness for 
enemy counterattacks. 

The 52nd and one b~ttalion of the engineers were designated to occupy
 
the position and proceeded to relieve tho units of the 82nd Division. This
 
mission, however, was not of long duration. The attc.ck of the Firat Army,
 
begun on November 1st, .vus so successful thct tho occupation of the Corps
 
position of security .vas no longer necessary.
 

The 5th American Army Corps vms on the right of the 1st Army Corps, with 
tho Fourth French Army on the left. The oastern boundary of the 1st. Corps 
was 0. line rwming through Sivry-des-Buzancy, Busancy, Vaux-en-Dioulet, and ­
Beaumont; tho western boundary was a line running threugh Briquonay, Garmont, 
Authe, aches, Stonne, Flubab and Aturecourt. The right boundary of tho 6th 
Division's zone of nction vms the Aire River, ~nd the left was the same aa the 
left boundary of tho Corps. The 12th Brigade was to occupy the right of the 
division sector and the 11th Brigade the left. Eaoh brigade yms to have triO 
regiments of infc.ntry in lino. 

At the end of this march tho troops bivouaced in the woods. The narrow 
roads through the forest were congested day and night and tho continual rains 
and heavy treffio kept them in a miserable condition. Under these conditions 
tho troops had to be supplied and fed. 

At this place the division got a two-day march order, directing them
 
to resume their northward me.rch to the region of Briquenay_ Headquarters
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moved to the ruins of a shell shutterod chateuu in tho old tovm of Grand Pre. 
Here the onomw had made a stubborn resistance a fow days before and the ruins 
of the to'vn stood as a silent tribute to the accuracy of the Amerioan gunners~ 

Tho 11th Brigade halted for the first night along the left of tho ro&d
 
southeast of and. loading into Gr:-.nd Pre. The 12th Brigade was in the region
 
of the tmvn of Chcvicrs. Tho remaining units of the division oovcd to the
 
Vicinity of Grand Pre.
 

At Grand Pro the division had cleared the Argonne Forost and tho country.
 
now was open and rolling~ The woods to tho nor'thwest of tho town had been
 
enveloped by tho Ameriean and French Armies end was supposed to be gnssed, so
 
0. guc..rd was placed thoro to koep everyone out. The Division wound its way 
in between the passing rows of vehiclos on the muddy road and in tho middle ot 
tho afternoon came to its c~p1ng ground a few kilometers northwest of Br1­
quonay. The troops bivouacod in the open and fires were soon started. In 
tho darkness it soemed a boautifully idealistic oamp soene~ 

Ease and ccmror-c, however, \'las short lived. A German ::ir redding pe.rty 
discovered the fires end our troops woro subjeoted to a romurkr.blc bombcrdment~ 

Within half 0. minute a.ftor tho oxpl osd on of tho first bomb every fire was 
smothered. 

Shortly after dark an enomy bombing plane flow over Grand Pre, dropping
 
bombs. 1!J£l.jor Gray, G-2 of tho d1vi"sion, "i1O.S killed and l.:o.jor Va.n Floet of
 
the 17th 1lachinc Gun Battalion, Ca.pta.in Stettinius, Aide to lJlljor General
 
Gordon, and- several men were vroundcd,
 

Bof'or-e daybr-eak the next mc'rninb~November 5th, tho Division received·
 
orders to move forvro.rd~ Tho or-der reo.dt "Tho enemy is retreo.ting on Sodano
 
Tho 5th Ar·my Corps is oporut.mg on our right., and tho 9th Fr-ench Corps on
 
our left. Tho 1st Cerps ~nl1 continuo its pursuit and prepcre to extend its
 
pursuit beyend the Deuse River. The enemy reer guard vnll be dofeatod,.nis
 
troops and trl'..nsports oaptured or destroyed before he effects a crossing. II
 

Tho march ,rc:s ordered to beSin at 6:00 o'clock a.nd tho Division ~.s 

te be prcpv.rod to pass through a front line division tha.t night. Division 
headquarters wure to be establishod at AuthoJ the 11th Brigude in the region 
of St.Pierremont; tho 12th Briga.de, 318th Engineers~ 6th Field Signa.l Batt ­
alion and tho 16th 1~chine Gun Battalion in the neighborhood of Authe. 

The troops for.med in tho oarly morning sunlight, retraced their mnrch 
towc.rd Briquenay t and thon struck off to the north~ It wa.s c. long and vlCr::.ry 
hike. Wa.gon tr~ins·and M~ P.'s, cut the columns to pieces. Gor~n de~d 
lay along the ro~ds. Dea.d horses vrorc in abundance, mnny vdth piecos of 
ment cut from their fla.nks,visible evidence t~t the retreating enomy had 
been hard prossed for food. 

Tho tovms and villages still hung out their vffiite flags. The villagers, 
just released from tho four yours of bondage in Germnn hands, stood in am­
azed and apprecir.tive groups, and tried to make themselvos understood by tho 
ever ignorant Yankcc , There vrcr-c no middle E'.god people in tho tovms; 
thos o hero were oithor very young, or very old'. 

During this campaign rationinG had been very uncertnin. The roads wore 
jnmmed vnth tho transportation of half u dozen divisions. Tho 77th. 42nd und 
6th Di~isions wore using thc.8£~ systom of ronds, uhile Fronch units, ~b­
ul.anc os , staff cars, cc.rriors and artiUicry regiments wore doing their bits , 
to a.dd to the confusion. A lato and skimpy moal Y~.s had that night, and· the 
mon turned in for nhc.t they thought would be n ,roll-enrnod·rost. Thoy had 
hiked 0.11 day· but were still not in position to effoct aralief of a front 
line division, - so rupid had been the army's ndvnnce. 

Tho doughboy's droQrn, hmiover, wus again shatterod. At nine o'clock 
the regiments wero c.rouscd and formed in columns along tho sides of roads. 
Then to ~dd to the misery of the night, tho order to march ~.s not civen. 
Tho w~n stood there from nino thirty to threo, four and fivo o'clock 



the next morning. The continuous rains had made the place a sea of mud so 
that the men could not even lie down. Smoking, of course, v~s forbidden. 
The only relief possible was to brace oneself and 8i t on the end of a rifle. 

The division finally received the follmving order: 
liThe enemy is retreating rapidly across the Eeuse. Our troops have 

os cabLished bridge-heads at Drieu11es-$ur-l:euse and Dun-sur-Louse. Tho 
, French aBO in i.iaison with our left. Tho 1st Army Corps 'will pursue tho 
enoL~ vnth all possible s?ced and pro~arc to extend the pursu~t beyond tho 
I:",uso. Tho enemy roar guar-d will be dofee.t(;d and his troops and trcnsports 
destroyed bofore he effepts the orossin;?,; over the river. 

"Tho 77th Division (on the right) will continuo the pursuit. 

"The 42nd Division (on the left) will continuo the pursuit, main­
taining a strong left flank Gu~rd. 

liTho 6th Divisionvrill narch to ArtaisQ Lc Vivier, (mo. StOl1.11.0. The 
division vnll be prepared to pass through a front line division,andextond 
the corps zono of action '\'lost to the :Bar Rivar, attacking in tho dirvction 
of Choveno0s Fronols." 

Tho movement; was ord...rod to begin at 11 P.:·. on l~'ovomb,.;r 5. Under 
,this oro.~r the 11th Brigade was orderod to Art~ice-lo-Vivior and the 12th 
Brigade, tho 16th Uachino Gun Bn,tte.lion, 6th Field Signal Bn ttnlion, Eng­
ineor, Hoadquartors Trains and :~ili tary Police all to Stonne along vnth 
Division Headquarters. 

This same ordor attnched to tho division tho 153rd Fi~ld Artillery 
Brigado, from the 78th Division. 

The division moved into the zone of the enemy" s artillcr~T fire when 
it roached Stonne, and th\J 11th Brigade got e von ahor.d of the c.sauuI ting 
waves of the 42nd Division of the division's right. 

Tho division had ono brigade in tho line, thv 11th, and this brigade 
had two regi~unts in tho linG side by side - the 51st on the 10ft and tho 
52nd on the right. In this way tho 6th Division actually bucD.r~ a front line 
division for tho time being. Tho 1st Battalion, 307th Light Artillery, wus 
cttachod to the 11th Brigade, and the 2nd Battalion, 308th LiGht Artillery, 
wes attachod to the 12th. 

\ 
The orders were that foot troops should not march on roads used by 

trnnsports Qnd artillory. ~ct tho by-pntha and cultivated fields made hiking 
hoa~J, hard and slow. The rD.i~s continued, of courso, and the ~~rching vro.s 
monotonous. The Long exposur-es to ro.in and wcc..th"r had af'I'ccccd tho men 
physicnlly; the s Iccplcas niGhts and days of drudgcr'y anc toil had left their 
mar-ks j the one or two meagr-e mo c.Ls they managed to get ouch day hr.d left an 
unsr.tdnbLc nppetito and an achin~ void. But they were "r-c..rint to go". 

~ 

It was "Then the 11th Brigade r cachcd Stonne tho.t the order Got to the 
men the.t they '\'Tore to go into tho front lines. How did the news effect them? 
After 0.11 these long r.nd weary days o.nd nisi~s of continuQus hiking; r.ftor all 
theso months of tro.ining; not for 0. mo~ent yrore thoy dissutifiod with their 
lot. They sat dm1n cooly, even smilinG, got out their oil cc..ns c..nd gun rags 
and cloaned thoir riflos. They nursed their rifles as if they lmd beon humnn. 

But the expected ne~r happened. The troops got ~s fGr cs Art~iso, 

whon tho order cc~o to halt. Tho corps, ct this time he.d ~70 divisions in 
lino from Tludolincourt to Eouzon aLong tho Louse Rivor , tho 77th r.nd the 
42nd from right to loft. The 80th Division vms in the rogion of Sommnutho, 
the 6th Division in the region of Stor~e QIld Artnisc - both divisions in 

,reserve. Tho 78th Division w~s in the woods vrost of Vnrronnos in Ar~J Re­
serve u1 th Post or Command at Champ l.:c.hr:ut. By this timo too enemy ha d been 
driven across the l~use River, and n pause in the opcrnt~ons ,~.s neoessary.

'. 



Thcreeson for it lVUS this: Tho pressuro of the Alliod ermies --­
tho ;Jritish, Bolgicm und French to the north and the Amcr Loan c.nd French to 
the south-N-h~d c~used the ~numy to r0trect, considerebly shortening the line, 
Thus in tho conVDrgi~g ettccks somo of the Amori6~ns wore squeo%od out of n r 

position on tho ncu front lL~o ~~d the offensivo, uS far ~s tho 6th Division 
Tro.S concerned, l~.S over. 

Tho Corps rccoivod orders from the 1st Army for tho relief of the 
42nd by ~n extension of tho sector of the 77th Division, end for tho move­
ncnt of the 6th, 78th end 80th Divisions to th0 bnck c.rec. The next dey 
the 42nd Division v~.s also orderod south nnQ tho 5th Army Corps took over tho 
77th Division the follO'rri~ dr,y, thoroby relieving the entiro 1st Corps in 
this seotor. 

The Ger1'll!'.Us in thoir rctrec.t from StO.l:10 succeeded in blo.ling up the 
roc.d c.t tx,o strc.to;ic places, c.nd it '~.s impc.ssablc ct these ~70 spots for 
vchi.c los of ~ny sort, The infantry splc.shod cround thom, tihrough deep wnter 
end mud, but the kitche,-18 end cL'.rts could not bet throuGh. Our engineers, 
TEith some infe.ntry men, improvised bridGos. It vma not long c.fter the mcn 
h..d turnod b. thc.t tho much...ve.luod ldtchcms c.rrivod - '.Jut with no rc.tions. 

The tc.sk of securi:.18 f·..Jod Vr.:'.S ell iTll:?ortC'.:lt c.t this tiI:lO. The men 
had mar-ched r.ll dc.y "ith scc.rcel,y c:ny i';):)d and r-eser-ve rc.tions wer-e Long sd ncc 
Gonc. Det~ils vere sent ~ut ~s r[~r beck ~s St. PiOrI~llGnt vith instructiJns 
to t~ke whc.t thc;y could fr.)nl o.ny ~c.tion trucks they could Locr.'bo , i~en scour­
ed tho country, but the Boche hr.d left little bohi~d, However, beots were 
locc.ted in nearby fiolds and these r caetcd , toc.sted and fried were occon Viith 
r-oIdsh, &it' no 0:1.0 A1cd of stc.rvc:.tion end t}lC folloYlinG day ra.tions urrivcd , 

It had been the policy of tho Gcrmr.ns , just before retreatinG, to 
g~thor in c.ll the pec.s~~t ll~.bit~nts of the tovms c:.nd neiGhboring villeges 
c:.nd confine them in lc:.rGo buildings, looking the doors c.nd ~indows. lbcro 
r~ny f~ilios lived tOGether in ono or two l~rGo rooms, like cc.ttlo, for 
severnl dc.ys until the conquerin~ Allied troops ~rrived c.nd rcloc.sod them. 
In the villc..go church at Stol'L.'1e the .Americc-1-:'s he..d forced tho door and lib­
cr~tod sonG thirty frunilios. Tho plc.ce nc.turo.lly sffiollod like c. stc.ble. 
iVhc.t few SQUS the soldier curried in his pocket ho gc.vc to those poor and 
cmacLabcd pcopLc , and if he never know before whc.t Amcr-Lcc and the Allies 
were fightinG for he lec.rned this da.y in c. \~vid, living picture which he 
will never forGot. The troops rasted duri::.1.b the 7th e.11(1 8th of November 
and tho follolyinc Gcncr-c.I Ordor (No. 31, Rw. 5th) from LiI.;ut. Gcnor-a I LigGett. 
co~..nding tho First Amcricc.n Army, vrr.s received c.t this tinloa 

"On Novcmbor 1, c.fter c onsburrt fightinG for one month, the First 
Amoricc.11 Army launched en c.ttc,cl: c.gainst tho Gerl:1.c.n Arm~r which had ostr,blishod 
itself for dotermincd r-cs i.s bcncc , In f'Lvo days it hr.d ponetrc.tcd 25 kilo­
moters end had dr Ivcn the encmy in rctroe.t bofcro it. Its brillic.nt success 
in co~~cction Tnth thL ~dvc.ncc of tho 4th French Army on its left, forced tho 
Gen~~s to rctroa.t on tho broed front to tho west. 

.. It has fought" end mar-ched and endur-ed the riGors of cC~1X'-iGn ...d th 
the nost superb i~difference to G~~~;thinc ey.oept the dot~rDinc.ticn to GO 
fon/c.rd c.nd imprint upon the Q~c~1Y t}~ r.Arks of its cour~~e nnd ros01ution. 

"All arras of the sor'.rico, these in cdvanco who smashed the ,my, those 
in thw nir who rendered cbbrcssivo nr-d efficient service, c.lld those in the 
roc.r who by thoir untirin6 industry nr.do possible tho continued c.d~~nco,c.re 

·...,orthy of tho hiGhest pro.Lso end tho GrC'..titudo of their o.dr.liring country. 

liThe Arny Coranandcr' is proud of such on nrrrr-J, thunks it for the 
splendid results c.lrccdy achieved, c.ncl loeks with conride~cc tv the still 
zrcc.ter successes thc.tlie before; it." 

1~ foYl days le.ter Gonerc.l Order No, 17, November 11, from Lujor Gem­-. or-r.L Ddckmr.n , coIllt1C-nding the First Arm~r Cur-ps , ...·r.:'.s recoivod: 

..J 
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"During this pause in thv opore.tions of these Hoo.dquurtors tho Corps 

Cotl!'lO..ndcr dosires tho.t tho units i1hich ha vo contributed to the e ons'tarrt sue> 
cC:JS of the 1st United Statos Corps be Lnf'orrncd of his full c.p?rccic..tbn of 
the sorvices each he..d r-ender-ed to the conncn end. 

"This appr-co Irctdon r.ust be cxbcndcd to every oLomorrb of Corps end 
:CiVision units, for it Goes '"4 thout sc.yinG thc.t tho wor-k of ouch rn..n, no 
",lC-ttor vrhc.t his station, has contributed poucrfully to tho acc onp ldahnvrrt 
of the cotu~on c.in---the defcc.t of tho on0~J. 

II It is tho desiro oftl:o Corps Src« COt;;':1£'..ndor thc.t his sincerost 
tht~ks, best wishos u~d c.ssurc.~ccs of his upprociutiun rouch every mcDber 
of tho umt.s ''.rhich he..vo cOlltributcc: to tho stcC'.cly c.:1d unfuilinG success 
of the Corps." 

THE HIKE DO;iN VERD1J11-1.Y1:..Y 

On the 8th ,)1' No.....vr.IDer, In en the troops wer-e nu'.~:lnb up for lo:::t rost, 
('. secret wr..rninr; ardor vr:.. s SCl11:t out which read: "The: Division ncvcs south on 
tho 9th of Novorillcr, tho ~ovan~nt bogil~linG at so\~n hours. All orb~nizc.tions 

vill hold thc~lsol~s in rouQinoss to ~o,~ ~t tho hours dosi~natcd. Detuilod 
orders vTi.loif:.;llo\·,tI. 

Tho dc tcI Lcd orders did c onc , c.nclthu 6th Divisd on c,/;I:.in took up its 
r.ccus t.omcd profession of hiking. It hiked its lfC,y beck over tho SQr.l.Q r-oads 
~~d p~ths by which thuy hc.d cone. The indefinite and ~.gue order roc.d: 
"The Division will m..rrc to c. nOVI o.rea.". 

Tho non 'Wore bur-dened \yith twico the weicht of ordiur,ry pecks on their 
backs. the r-e.. ins huvin~ soaked thG:iJ. throuGh. The si~;:'.c.l corps non curried 
their hoavy spools of uire every inch of tho .my. Tho ~chinc 0unncrs pulled 
their hcr-scl.eas ccr-ts c.ftor tllOl:: ~l:d pc.s scd out extra. boxes of c.nr:lunitian 
l:ll?Ollg tho COOpC1.1:y. The r.lecic;~,l 0011 p I oddcd @.lOl1[; ,lith tl"lcir ever-encoded 
Roel Cross suppl Los and oonpany records ruid ty~o\"Iritors wer-e even brouGht C.lOll~ 

by the ~lre~dy ov~r-loc.dod ir1~r-try ~£n. 

The horses (;iveri t ho eli vision \lcra:l.Ot in first c Lcs s cond.itioll, to 
s::.y tho Loast , S'x.:c had boon gcs sod and wcrc too woe..k 1'Qr hcr.vy pulli:rlf;' Sono 
were sick; others wore ID.r.1.e. Thoy lived exposed to 'lJillC:, rc.in c.rid cole, WGre 
undcr f od c..t best, and ofton wor-ked cii)1tec~ hours c.. clqr. They pu.l Lcd kitchc;ns 
and ·,;n:.~onG r.Ll, day ~:.n(l took turns on tho ;7C.tcr \'m~{ms, c.. S the of'f'Lccr-s tried 
to keep the non supplied. I.:r..n:,' horses c.nd mi'l.o s eliod r.nd it lIC.S not un­
usuc.I for thou to die in ncr-ncs s , 

Division Hoc.dquc.r-ror-s opened tho ni::.;ht of Novcnboz- 9, c..t Gern:,mt; 
thv 11th :arice.ce c.t st. Piorror.lo!lt, c..nd the 12th Dribc..do, 318th Ent;inoors 
a.:lel 6th Fiold Si£nal Battalion ~t AuthQ. The 155rd Fivld Artillery BriGc.do 
hccdquc.r-tor e "~It,S vd th tho di,'ision hoadqunr-tcr-s c.t Gerrionb , c..nd tho tro;Jps 
c.t Briquvuny, ThGnorgue and Vorpol. The 16th Ilachi.no Gu..'1 Bnttf'.lion vr.:.s D..t 
Drioullcs. 

Tho socond niGht-tho r.urch '11:'..S ordered conplctuc. bof'or-c 6 o'clock 
th::.t evollinG---division headquc..rters v~.s ostnblishod c..t Grc..nd Pro; 11th Brig­
ado Ikc.dquo.rtors D.t Briqu{;!U'..y vTi. th tho troops in o.nc~ ar-ounc Driqucnr.y, Thcn­
orGues, Sivry und BuznncYi the 12th :::.t Boffu etlo Uorthor.nJo, end tho l53rd 
Field Jlrtillory ct Gra.nd Pro. Tho 31Sth E~Gincors und Fivld SiGnul Bo.ttnlion 
took up old qucrtcrs ~onr Gr~nd Pre, ~lOl~ ,nth tho 16th l~chinc Gun B~ttcliou. 

The troops of tho 153rd Field ~tillory were in und cround St. Jurvin, Chev­
. ieros and !,hrcq. 
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Tho ~ivision he.d n~ soo~er put up for the ni~ht ~hon nc~s CaDe to 

continue tho mar-ch tho next day. At sunriso they stnrtcd. Division head­
quo.rtors wer e esto..blishcd o.t their old quar-tor a , c.t Champ Mn.ho.ut; tho 11th 
Bribe-de put up in o.nc ar-ound the tovm of Cornu:"; tho 12th' BriSnde put up 
sQuthrrost of cnd in the vicinity of Cho.tol Chohory; tho 3l8th Encineors, tho 
6th Field Signal Bo.tto..lion o..nd tho 16th 1~ohino Gun Bo..tto.lion,~ll bivoueoed 
at Ct'J:1p Pont at Launo , 

This dey's ~rQh took tho division over ground covoro0 by un intrlceto 
systo~ of trenches. ThoBe trenches covered the whole Gro~,d ,:on tho rocr of 
tho Gorran.n old tronch positio~~ to "no man f S lc.nd"; .bllrbl,d \Vir" entc..n:;lenonta 
covcrcd tho Iandscapo j lIpi ll boxes" oooupied thoir forr.ddo.blc positiona ­
oven thon stendinG in ~ood conQiti)n. The tronches cnd cUGouts showod the 
workLmnship of men skilled c.t tl~ trade; cnd tho officl,rs t quarters displo.yed 
co~£ort and case perfoctod which had never beon intonded for capturo. 

This wns Nvvcmbcr 11, tho do.y tho c.rmistico bcccno offectivo. It wns 
0. day of rcjoicin~, but not tho loud, boisterous kine. It did not soo~ truo 
--tho ~n did not recoGnize tho day they had so lone looked ~orvmrd tOe It 
Wt,S not for days thnt they i~lly ~pproointod the ~oo.ning of it nll. 

pOSr-A1.l.::IS TrCE ACTIVITIES 

(November 12, 1918 ... tay 19, 1919) 

!!i' 

(From: "Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the Wo~ld 
War - ..- Divisions"). 

November 14, Divisio~ relieves the 26th Division and French 10th 
Colonial Division northeast of Vardun-sur-Ueuae in the former Neptune Seo­
tor, whioh extended from Abaucourt, through Bezoml8.lix. to Ville-davant-Chau" 
mont; 8lst Division on right, 79th Division on left. November 19th, the 
front is reduced on the left and extended on the right, when'the 19th Div­
ision relieves the 11th Infantry Brigade as far as Bezonvaux, and the 11th 
Infantry Brigade relieves the Blst Division from the crossroads two kilo· 
meters west of Pinthevillo to Abaucourt (incl); the enforcement of armistice 
terms follow!. 

November 20th, 79th Division relieves the 6th Division exoe~t the 
artillery; the Division (less artillery) moves to tho 14th (Aignay-lo-Duc) 
training Area. DccoDmor 6th, 6th Field Artillery Brigade reverts to tho 
division. Doce~er 9th. training is resumed~ April 9th. 6th T~ Battery 
sail. from St. Nazaire for the United states. 

(From the 1919 Uanusoript) 

.AFTER THE J,\PJ:ISTICE 

The night of November 11th a secret field order was receivod 
from First ~ Headquarters, as follows: 

I 

"The 6th Division, with attached artillory and ammunition train, 
will be moved by marching into the zone of tho 2nd Colonial Corps (French), 

'. oOllUl1Qncing }{ovombor 12th. Special ordors will issue oOl'Oring the details 
of the movement. 



"Upon the arrival of the 6th Division into the zone of the 2nd 
Colonial Corps it will bo relieved from duty in tho 1st Corps., and attached 
to the 2nd Colonial Corps. It will be employed to relieve tho 26th U. S. 
Division and tho lOth D.I,C. (Division Inf~~try Colonial-Fron~h); relicf to 
bo completod at as early-a date as practical." 

It was in this keystone position of the whole drive that tho most
 
severo fighting on any recont battle front had takon plaoe; a vital position
 
that higher authorities had soen fit to entrust to tho 6th Division. This
 
plan had boen adopted long bofore tho armistioe took placo. Before the sun
 
wont down that ovening tho -;iorld War Was OVOI', an d tho planning of this grand
 
c~paign turned out to be suporfluous,
 

General Ordor Ne. 17, Headquartors First .Arrrr'J, dabcd Novombor 11th,
 
road as follows:
 

"An armistice with Germany has boon signod. All hostHitics cease
 
at 11 hours, 11,Novomher,
 

"All communication wi th the OJD.0JDf 1s forbidden pending definito 
instructions to the contrary. Tho fact must be emphasized in no uncertain 
manner that tho present state ot affairs is ~n armistice only and not a peaoo; 
and tha.t there must be no rolaxation of' vigilance on tho part of your ccmmand ;" 

Tho nmvs of tho armi~t~cc did not che.nge the orders regarding tho 
6th Division. A ~vo day'S me.rch ordor v~s neoessary to bring tho division 
into thcar~ of tho 2nd Fronoh Colonial Corps, and effect n reliof of the 26th. 
On the ~ght of Novembor 12th, division headquartors was loc~ted at Champ 
lahaut; the briga.des and other troops all bivouacod at or near l1ontfaucon. 

At llontfaucon a now ration dump had boon established for the army 
and the mon wore adequ~te1y fed thut evening. Montfaueon had beon the p1aco 
from which tho Gorman Crown Prince had directed his army during the battlo 
of Verdun in 1916.' Like many other French tovms and \~llagcs, it was a Bceno 
of destruction now. 

Tho fbllowing night the P.C. movod to Verdun; thu 11th Brigndo to 
Gormonvillo, Fromessv-ille and Boh de Snrtclles; the 12th BrIgado to lIoulin 
Brule and Dr.leyscourt; tho 3l8th Engine~rs to Lu Cit~delle in Verdun; the 
16th I.Achine Gun Battalion to Jardin Fountaine in Verdun; 11th Brigade Head­
quarters were established at Moulin Brulo. 

Tho march that d~y had been long and circuitous, and the night~s 

rest ~_s short. Before sunrise the troops woro on tho march again. That 
afternoon tho 11th 3rigade Headquarters opened at BraG; the 12th nt MareaUJ 
tho l53rd Field Artillery Headquarters at l~rsuerite in Verdun; and thu 
divisio~.l P.C. moved to l~rgu~rite in Verdun. 

The infantry pushed on, however, to effect its reliofs. The 5l~t 

Infantry, with tho first and second battalions in the line, held tho 11th 
Brigade's SUb~8oCtO~ relieving the 26th U. S. Division in whnt W&a known 
as the Neptune Seoter; and tho 54th Infantry, relieving tho 16th French 
Colonials, held ~ne 12th Brigade sub-sector. Tho 79th U.S. Division wns on 
the left ~nd the 81st U.S. Division ~.s on the right of this division'& 
sector. 

This vms a battle front which evidenced every mE.rk of the stubborn 
and deadly fighting that ha.d rocently taken pineo. Vfuen the 6th Division" 
r~rrived the ~~orican dead had boon carried in. It was loft to the 6th 
Division to completo tho intorments, which vrore acoorded to fri~nd and foe 
aliko. 

The division's lhchineGun Battalions received roplacomonts from 
the 302rd ~d 303rd l~chino Gun Battalions on November 16th, 

..
 



In their hasty departure the Ger.mnns did not bothor to care for 
their prisoners, wo~~ded prisoners or tho civilian i~.bitants of the toY-rns 
they had occupied. Prisoners and civilians were morely turned loose to shift 
for themselv0s. Those wandered into the 6th Division linos by the thousa.nds. 
E.oh of the civilians oarriednll of his PossQssions on his beck. 

Wounded prisoners, both Americ~n and French, wore ~b~ndoned by the 
Gc~Lns at Picrrepo~t and surrounding to.ms, and no one \ms notified that un­
cared - for pnticmts wore being loft behind. l.lO.ny were discovered in their 
filthy qu~rtors by French oi~~linns. Thoy wuro vdthout food, m0dic~1 c~re, 

dressings, or sufficient bodding. The civilians did 0.11 in their power to 
caro for them, sharing their limited food sup~lies with tho vroundod mon. 
Hospitals hAd boen improvisod in factories and othor buildin~s and wore in­
describably filthy. 

One incidont, illustrating the engerness of tho Fronch civilinns 
to be of help, is the heroic /lct of lIllc. Jonnno Leona.rd of Pierrepont, who 
vmlkod 0.11 the vmy to Verdun to notify the authoritios thoro of those cond­
itions. Sho started wclking in the Qftornoon, slopt over night in an un­
inhabitGd house, vmlked 0.11 tho next dny and arrived at Verdun in the evon­
Lng , She hnd wdk0d sixty kilo:mc'ters through cnen.y country and across No 
l.ic..n's Lc.nd , The weathor '°oT,S cold and .Tindy, the r-eads muddy. llidemoiscllo 
Leonard was oLad in a thin dres::;; her coa t wns smaLl, and of little protectio:'J. 
against tho r~~v wind; her shoos l~d thin solos and most of the buttons wore 
gone. She hud no gloves, and arrived ,nth ~.nds swollon and reddened. Sho 
curried what little food she !ad to eut • 

...This women rcported and told her story to l:.".jor D. C. l.IcKenny, ,\ho
 
dispatched nmbulunces nnd supplies to aid these ubandoned wounded prisoners.
 
r~demoiselle Loon~rd Guided tho c~bulnnces buck.
 

Lt Verdun the entire 11ilitc.ry Police compc.ny of the 6th Division 
,~.s used as guides and escorts for the rep~triated prisoners of w~r which 
wcro csscmbLcd at the br t dgchcads of tho :,:eusc and on th0 r-onda in occupied 
territory e.s f~r north ~s Spincourt. They wer0 then turned over to tho French 
uuthoritics nt Verdun. iU1 nverngc of from 1,600 to 2,000 ~on a dc.y were es­
corted into Verdun during the fow d~ys the division stc.yed in this aroa. 

I.re.jor E. D. Eillikcn, G. S., WC'.s assigned to tho division c.s G-2 
on November 16th. 

On Nove~ber 17th the 8lst Di1~sion vms ordered to be reliGved 
from their position on our right, and to procoed to c.!lother arcc , Tho 6th 
Division, ~erefore, extended their sector to the right by ta::ing over tho 
sector of the 81at, at tho s~c time giving up the loft hr.lf of their pre­
sozrc sector to the 79th Division. The movement was orderod to tc.ko pIccc on 
November 18th. The l53rd Field !~tillory Brigc.de hr.d boen relioved from 
tho division on Novomber 17th. 

The new front lines fo~".tion necossit~ted the 11th Brig~de mo·n:ng· 
from its position on tho left of tho old division sector to the right of tho 
new di~~sion soctor. A two day's me.rch ordor would accomplish this. Con­
sequently on the first night the Brignde c~pcd south of Bras cnd continued 
the following day to complete the relief. Tho 52nd infantry wont into the 
forvmrd positions and the 51st took up hospitublv shelter in sh~cks in the 
woods not far from Belrupt. 

On november 19th a bc.ttc.lion of the 6th U. S. Inf'c,ntry, 5th Di""" 
~Slon, 5th Corps, l'dth c. machine gu.~ comp~ny, relieved the 54th Infantry, 
then ~t Spincourt. In those positions the division rested from its long 
and arduous tnsks. 

',ford came soon, howovor , thc.t tho division's hikinG hc.d not ended; 
instead c. sixteen days' march was scheduled. The hike wo.s ordered begun on 
Novembor 21, and tho destination of tho uivision WC'oS tho 11th Trc.ining i~oa 

in Franco, situ~tod in tho Departmunt of Cote d'Or. tho 79th Division relieved 
the 6th in its sector. 

,~c'·'''''''''·''''="c.,~,'''''~~i."~;~~''d''i,;g~'..i..",~;~.·r,, ' 'j £ i" ~:; · rt'4> · '~
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On november 20th, howevor, loaves of absence were granted to 
officers and nen who might desire to take ~dv~nt~sc of them. It '1nS the 
division's first occasion to grent such privileges und ronny soized the opp­
ortunity. The enlisted mcnwerc taken to Aix-les-Bn.ins, tllli rccreation 
center of the American Army. 

The division, however, stnrt~d anow on its specialty --- hiking. 
Tho first ~YO days took the division through battle-scarrod ruins, but froll 
that time on the ~.rch T~.S through probably the most bc~utiful section of 
rural Frcmce. Chain e.ftor cho.In of wooded hills end open country crossed tho 
t~i vision"s pabh , Tho rtdny \7cl:'.ther had ended, to be r-op Iaccd bJT the crisp 
cool~ss~ of Novenoer, ,nth its splendors of folir.:.ge~ 

The division ~rched by regiments, i.o., each regiment ~ssembled 

C:lch morningn.nd marched ~s a ~t. It vms not a hard l~rch --- but a stiff 
one and long. 

Tho division hr.d been relieved f'r om th<:l 2nd French Colonial Corps 
and c~e under the jurisdiction of tho 1st J~my direct. It st~yed under the 
1st Lrmy until the di\~sion a.rrived in the 14th Tra.ining l~cu on Novp.nber 
30th, vmen it OCXIO under the 8th Corps. 

T:;.:E RED STAR 

T~e 
~. 

shoulder insignia of the 6th Division \1nS first worn on No.­
ember 19" 1918, while the division was sta.tioned ir.:r..cdic.tely east of Vcr­
Qun. The insignia \~~S a red six-pointed star (constructod by superimposing 
~70 equilateral trianGles) which Beasurod 2 3/4 inches be~7een opposite 
points. The six points of the star syniliolize the 6th Division. The in­
signis was chosen by Enjor General Wetltor H. Gordon, then the co:mrnc.nding 
officer of the division. 

Jill1 Y LIF£: nl Si.:IJ..L FRSNCT VILIJWES 

Dy Dccenber 8th the division sottled in Coto d'Or, France. 
i..pproxinc,tcly siJ:ty tOi'.ns end vtLl.agcs wer-e occupied by tho troops of the 
(l.i vi.s I on, Tho e,rtillery brisC'.de for the first th:o jOillCci. with the division... 
Tho regulc.r routine arm:r life ",res now r-o sumcd ".Lore it left off in the Stutes. 

On Dccc:;;:bor lst,Liout. Col. ~'lillir..m B. Gruham , G.S., was relieved 
e.s G-l of tho division und trans~crrcd to the 8th Corps. LiGut. Col. rfurry 
L. King, G.S., vrho had beon acting Adjutnnt of the 12th Drigr..de, boc~J~e G-l 
in his pluco • .. 

Brig. Gon. J~es B. En,in vro.s relioved fron qor.rr~and of the 12th 
BrigC'.de on December 12th c.nd transferred to the 92nd Division. Col. ~thir.s 

Cro~lcy ess~cd con~nd of tho brigc.dc, c.nd vms hiBself roliuVDd vmon BriGadier 
General Lucius Durfee roportod for duty on December 26th. 

The Christrr~s season v~.s quiet for such nn occC'.sion. Drills were 
reduced to hr.lf a dny, hm,o\~r, r~d nthlotic contests r.nd genes ocoupied tho 
c.ftcrnoons. Rifle ranges were built c.nd competitive shoots arranged. GC'.rr­
i50n sohools were estublishcd by the c~ttalion chr.plains, l~neu~~rs and 
terrnin oxorcises bocc:le't~o daily progrnm, being held in ell kinds of weathcr 
~nd under all conditions • 

.. 
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• The division held a Horse ~how on Washington's Birthday, February 22~ 

1919, on the historic Roman c~~ping g~und near the town of l~ulson, Cote d'Or. 
The 3rd Field Artillery carried off the honors, while the 51st scored the most 
points of any infantry outfit. 

Competitive maneuvers were arranged between all infantry battalioh8. 
reinforced by artillery batteries a.nd other special units. The 3rd Battalion 
of the 51st Infantry, accompanied by Battery A 0( the 3rd Field Artillery, under 
the command of ,Ma:pr H. E. Dagoz , won the division championship. This unit then 
won the 8th Corps championship and finally the 1st Army championship. 

General Order No. 22 from Lieutenant General Liggett, dated April 14th, 
paid due compliment to the men who contributed to the winninb of theBe high 
honors. 

"The Army Commander desires to express h::'s appreciation of the ex­
cellent results accomplished in the competitive naneuvers ~ the reinforced 
battalions, supported by the infantry batteries, recently conducted by the or­
Ganizations of the First Army. Thu great interest shown in thu work, the earnest 
and untiring effor~s to perfect their training and the excellent results acc­
omplished by the ~nlisted ~on and all officers comccrned has beon most satis­
factory. 

"Tho Army Commander dedrQs to congratulate both the officers and men 
of tho rC:iinforcod battalion 51st Infantry (3rd Battalicn.. Machine GUn Company 
and Section 37-Cci. gun and Light Mortar 51st Infantry, and Section Battery A, 
3rd Fiuld Antillery) and Battory A 3rd Field Artillery, and also the officers 
of the 5J.st Infantry, tho 6th Division and the 8th Corps who took part in the 
training of the above units, upon winning first place in the competitions of the 
First Army. The performanco of the above units at the Army Com?otition held 
on April 7, 1919, vms most commendablo. 

"The intense interest in and the highly intolligent concoption of 
their svvcral duties as exhibited by tho porsonnel of the competing units in tho 
Army Compotitions, supplied, notable evidence of the oxcellonce of the cO~Ands 

involved. 

"Such spirits can charactor-i ro the activities of only the highest 
type of soldiers and it is the Army Commander's desire that copies of this order 
be made available for distribution to all mon of tho cemp~ting units in the 
Army Competition in order that they may carry home official evidence of their 
exceptional proficiency in ~lilitary attainment. Each man has earned, and is 
entitled to, tho individual distinction of membership in orcanizutions awardod 
so high an honor as winners of competitions for battle exorcise excellence in 
the First Army, Amorican Expeditionary l"orces." 

Athletics flourished in tho division under the management of 1st 
Lieut. 1Z. William Jones, 51st Infantry. Boxing, 1rrostlin~, basobal L, basket­
ball, swimming, tCfu~is, soccer and track and field sports were organized and 
many championships and individual honors wore won by members of tho 6th Div­
ision. 

• Among tho most successful competitors were the follo~~ng: Cpl. John 
Fundy, Company A. 52nd Infantry, who won the A. E. F. boxing championship in tho 
125 -- pound class; Cook Potro Uitropouls, Headquarters Company, 52nd Infantry, 
who won the A.E.F. wrestling championship in the welterweight class; 1st Lieut. 
J~~s W. Monihan of the 52nd, Cpl. Robert W. Bennett of the 54th, Pvt. Barry 
Boguhl of the 54th and Cpl. Bonjamin E. Ro~&c of the 51st, who won five out 
of six first placos in the 3rd Army swimming meet held at Nomviod, German~; and 
the division soccer t0~~ which won tho 3rd Army championship by dofeating the 
3rd and 5th Divisions. 

In compliance with G.H.Q. ordcr~ post schools vroro started in tho 6th 
Division on January 13th as a part of the genoral educational sch0~e of the A. 
E.F. rho initial enrollm-nt was a little less than 2,000 students, tho majority 
of whom were men who could ncithor rend nor 'V,rrite the Lnglish language. As 
textbooks became a vnilablo this wor-k vre.s exbondcd in scope. until it embr-aced 
most of the high school courses and somo tochD1oa.l_ AUld businoss cour-acs 
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1st. Li0Ut Au~rey C. Cooper of tho 54th Inf~ltry h~d beon detailed in 
char:o of the entiro divisional oducatio~.l system. 3y l~'ril 1 thG onrollment 
had inoroased 'to nearly 5.000 students, at which tine th0 Gth 1ivision vms 
leading the Firs't Army in cnrollocnt. 

A lc'ttvr from the Chiof of Stuff of thu Eighth Army Corps dated Fob. 
13, to 'the 6th Division School Officor, is an expression of approcintion of thu 
ctfor'ts along cducatio~l lines: 

"The Commandin& Gcnol"Ql diroots me to :"nform you thD.t he has noted 
~~th ploasuro the oxcoll~~'ionAlwork bci~g nccomplishod by tho 6th 
Division sohools. The r~~ Attajncd refloct credit not only upon yourself, 
but o.lso upon the school .ttleorG of tho various uuits of your division." 

Arrangements h~d been l'llD.dc duri:Jg the Ia ttc1' pn.rt of Unreh to combine 
1;iith tho 8th Arrr.y Corps ~ the osto.blishm<.;nt of 0. corps oduc atnone.I canter for ., 
a~vanccd instruction, but tho dlsbcnding of the Cth Corps and th0 6th Division's 
later move to Gor~.ny CCU-Qd n Q91ay in the plans. The post schools wor0 con­
tinuod, however. 

4;' ~. 1 

Tho Stars C-."1d Stripes, officic.l ':!c-p~~ly nCO:Ts:?f',:;?cr of tho A.::.:e. in its 
edition of 1,~rch 7, 1918, offero~ tho fo11o~in~ unsolicited editorial comment 
concerning tho 6th Division. 

"Arncr-Lcan divisions differed from one t'.Tlothcr 80S night .fr.om dc..y - ..­
difforod in methods, in chcr-ac t.cr-J in p·::r5onaLdty --- just us pooplu do. But 
in noting their ~ry rnarkcddiffercnccs in r.Cl1icVQuent it should bo borne in 
mind that thoy differed ~lso in opportWlity. Perhaps history might hc..ve shovm 
thct they diifmrod chiefly in op~ortunity. 

",;hen	 the ;rhist1c blow on 1IoV'Jmbcr 11th it stL.yeli not only wha t would 
have been a history-mc.ldng thrust t01imrd and pr.r;t !iotz. It c Ls o scaycd some 
divisional reputations t~c.t were only in the n~kin:. If that ~histle he.d blo~~ 

throe !~onths ec..rlior rot,ny of our most famous divisions wO¥ld have ~ no to..l05 
to toll o.t .n. At Lccs t six of' those whose records 0..1'0 -!nost brillic.nt "To'f,ld 
v\r be Wlsung, and of those, one would hc.~ been just a rather l'.T.lus:~!'.:; memory. 

"Consider tho 6th Division, which c.f-tor f', mild bc.ptism in Alsac£,), rode 
end truck0d and hiked c.11 over t hc n.'1::' of Pranco , looking for c. fie;ht, just spoiJ;, 
ing for c. fight, till they got to cc.lling it tho 'Sight-Seeing Si~th.~ It raced 
from Lcrmont to tho fringe of So dan only to fL:d th:::~t less r~.'th(;r thc.n more 

.. ~,	 1lm.urican troops were the ncoc of tho hour thoro. Then, us rumor ha d it thc.t 
thoro vms going to be a good chahce for c.. scrc.p do~~ Vcrdun-\~y, tho 6th turned 
c.nd hustled over into Lor-rr.Lno , only to e.rrivc 'Jrcc.thlco8 LC tM t'.rr.listicc 1~\S 

sig"lod. 

II The 6th had an cngo.gDJJ8II.t with tho cnomy, but the onemy didn't keep 
it. Tho o.rmistice mussed up a lot of promisinG young cc.rccrs. P~d so uhcn the 
Lodr.Ls of Honor r.r e given out arid the DistinguishQd Service Cros sos pinned on. 
when some honor division raar-ches in glory up Co thronged fifth Avenue, remember 
thoro were othor divisionst~~t hud evorythin~ in tho world c.. division ought to 
have , except, a chcncc ," 



TIJE GRAND REVIEW
 

Gcner-c.L JOfu"J. J. Por nhi.ng , ConD1umder-il1-ChiEJi' of tho ~"..tloriec.n BL­
?cditionLry Forces, rovicwvd th0 orgc~niz8.tions of tho 6th Division on t.ho hill ­
c Lde ncar- Duosmo, Coto d'Or, Fr-anco , on Thrusdn.y, April la, 1919. Tho entiro 
division "i{e.s a s s ombLcd i::1 a gr~.ncc r-cvrew and inspvctio!l, bcmg in ::.~ mas sed 
formr.tion, r.nd the bends of t.ll units formed into 0::10 grrind band under- the 
diroction of Lieut. Eto Innoocnzy of the 54th InfLntry. 

Gonorn.l Gordon pr~sQnt~d tho division to tho Ccmnu:naor-in-Chiof, who 
pcrs oncIly ir..sp0ctod every unit. Afterw~.rd he r.ddr-c s sc d the division. Gcno ru.I 
Pcr-s htng a Lso doc orr...tcd the follo\Ying: offic(.,rs end men who hr.d boon e:rro.rded tho 
Distinguishod Servico Cross: 

1st Lieut. L:mn ITelm Jr., 11th Field J~ti11ory. 

Sgt. Rn.y L. Ingn.l1s, BLttcry E, 11th Field Artillery. 
Sgt. Thurr..c.n Lorrc , Company A, 52nd IClfLntry. 
Cpl. JU1'lnio A. Ji.tld!l8, Comp:"I~y A, 52nd Inf9,.'1try. 
Cpl. Cl~rcnco E. Cc.rroll, Campc.ny E, 52nd Infantry. 
Cpl. Lo....ris E. Lchne.n , Hdqrs. Compn.ny, 11th Field Artillery. 
Pvt. Serauc I F. Gi11ih'.nd., Lcd. Dct , , 11th Field Artillery. 
Pvt. Robert C. Buchcnan , Company B, 54th Inft.ntry. 

The~gencrn.l doeor~tod tho flc.gs of tho four infLntry rogimc:lts, tho 
t.hroc mn.eh:itnc gun bc.tt::.,lions, tho aignr.I corps r.nd cngdnocr s , vii th silvcr 
strOC,J;lcrs h: c omnomorrvtdcn of thoir opcr-a'b i cns in the "Coro.rdmer Sector, Vosges, 
Fr-o.ncc , from Sc pb , 3rd to Oct. 12th, 1918," and in the; J:;;(;USO -- Argonne off.. 
cnsLvo from Nov. 1st to 11th, 1918." 1'ho flt1.g of tho 11th Field Artillcry Yll:'.S 

::.:.180 doc or-c'tcd for the Louse -- Argorl::le Offo:lsivc , 

1;.. fori <1.r, ys Lc tcr th0 f'o Ll.orzl ng c ongr-ctulctory lottur wr.s received: 

\ 

.,
 

http:Compn.ny


American Expcdition~ry Forces, 
Offico of th6 Co~~ndur-in"~h1ef, 

Frnnce, April 11, 1919. 

:=c.jor Juncrc.l 7lr.l~or H. Gor don, 
Co~=~ndinb 6th Division. 

l:oLKric2.n E.I~. 

It eives ~G grout pluusuro to conplinont you Qnd 
throuGh you, tho of£i~rs ~nd r£n of the 6th Divijion, on tacir 
excellent C:iscipli.nc;; end uppcar-moc c..t the inspGction and re­
view on April loth. Tho hiGh norulu in your conr~~nd is worthy 
of c. division "With your short but comriondab Lo i'ight:"ng record, 
und is ,roll up to tho stundc.rd of tho older conb~t~nt units of 
the Lmericc.n Expcdi'bioncry For-ecs , 

Due to the cirC~lst~nco. the 6th Division hnd but 
littlo opportuntiy to th01f its nettle in bc.ttle. Arriving in 
Fr-ance to\"I'L'.rds the end ot J\lly it was c..t once sont to tho ar-or, 
nour' Chc.tccuvillnin. wh.oro 1t tr::..inod for c, period of approxlmc-tcIy 
one month. It enterod tho GoX'c.rO,r.l(,r Soctor of tho LLnc on ill c 
Vosges fr;.;ut on the 3rd of September rcr.nining thore until it 
was \'li th&r~vm for the c.etivc bc.ttlo tOYlC,rd the zri ddf,o c.f Oct­
ober. " 

During this tiDe it ~~d c. Good cxperionco in raids, ~nd 

gr.ve much promise of' fi[;htilcC nbility. It joined the First 
l\I71Y in the Eousc-~".rgol:lcc Of.fensivc , and \/0.5 tho reserve div­
ision in the First Corps f'r-om November- 1st to tho dat.o of tho 
en0~Y's o..rtillory fire, o.~~ w~s used to fill the £o.p bot~eon 

the loft of the First l~ay cnQ tho 4th French l~my, ~hich \~s 

oporc,tinc; to the west of th<.; Ji.Tgonne :.£.ssif. 

You nrc o.bout to join tho Amy of Occupo.tion on 
tho Rhino, whore you Tnll he.ve for your compc..nions the vet­
oren dh'"ision of the 1J.raoricc.n Lr::J.y. I have no doubt thut c.ll 
runlzs 7rill continue, ::-'5 the-y ha vc in thl,) pas t , to livo up to 
th0 hiGh s tundar-ds of condue t end discipline which ncr-ked thvir 
activities. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(SiGned) 

». 



l A composite regincnt from the Third j~ay, consisting of two 
companies r'rom each division in tho il.!'rtr;;, of Occupation, vms f'orrnod at 
Coblenz ~bout lay lOth. This was to be an exhibition rOGiBent to tour Bel­
gium and Engl~d, ~nd the 6th Division v~,s uell represented by a selected 
group of officere und mcn -- one company froD euch infantry brigade. 

Telegraphic instructions were receivod on April 7th orderinG the 
division to prepere to go into tho Lrmy of Occupation, the mO'~2ent to bogin 
April lGth. The st~rt vms dele.yod, hm,ever, on accoa~t of tho PLstuned move­
ment of Polish troops through tho .ilmorican il.!'my. s croa in GCl'r.l.C.ny ~ but finally 
it rlid begin on April 28th. This vms tho second time the troops hcd bcen on 
Gorman territory -- the first being when they occupied tho Gora.rdncr soctor 
in the VCB goe , 

T21c movement of tho 6th Division troops into tho Arm:" of Occupation 
pr-ogr-cascd slo'\l1y us only -tv/o trubls a day wor-e a l.Lowo d, Tho division wo.s to 
ontrain at Chatillon, La Trecey (~d Los Luuraes, und tho route v~.s to be by 
v;o.y of lJoufchc.tcc..u, Coraraor-cy, St. Mihiel, Verdun, Conr Ians , Ludull, Thionville 
and Trier. 

Hr.Lf the troops !lad G:::ltrrdnod wncn a "st.op" order wa s r ccc; vod from 
G.II.Q. forbiddi.r:.g c.Ll, further mcvomorrt of tho 6th Divf s i on troops into tho 

0lirny d. Occupatdon , 

(Note: ~c 1919 rk~nuscript cnds here ~ith tho fin~l par~gruphs.) 

.. This order left tho division Tridcly acpnratx.d , ~~lld this is where 
tho division stc.nds D..t tho tir.lC this historicc.l ske tch is finished. There 
is much history still in the nukinG. Prosont plnns hc.va beon only halfV,~y 

comploted but it is not yet ti~c to toll of their success. 

Ours ma.y be a mild history for u conbut division but in yvurs to 
COJ:lC wo CG.:: live in our o....m conscious cpprovnI tlmt "\/0 ha vo done ouch job 
as it hns boen CiYo~ us, ~nd this not in the glittering light of fc.scinnting 
~pp~uuso, but ~~th only c sense of duty c.nd detornino.tion to seo the thing 
through. Others ney hu~ro c. nore ~~orious record, others n~y bring more 
prc.iso. but we co.n sc.y to the best of then tho.t vc dc..rcd to do ~s much c.s they, 
end in uhc.t we did we were not found v~nting. 

(Hote;: Tho 1919 nc.nuspript \"IUS f'Lnr.nce d for tho officers end n, n of tho 6th 
Division by tho Y.=.C .i... C,13 cvi.dcnccd by the f'ol Lowang Lotrtor , ) 

To the Commc.ndillG Gonor-aL, Officers arid l.:on of the 6th Division: 

It is 0. well l~o....m fuct thc.t tho Cor.rr~ndcr-in-Chiof desires thct 
overy L.."llericc.n Soldier know, not only the l::'.rgor c.spocts of the ~k~r, but the 
pc.rt his 01'm indi '!idue.1 orC::'.nizc.tion ha s pIc.ycd thorc.in. c.n( ::.1130 the podzrt a 
he hr.s visitod r.nd the persons uH:h ... rhora he hr.s boon aus ocdr.bcd , The Y.::.C .A• •. is lendi:;::~; c,ll i ttl efforts in support of this movomont., 

In finc.neing the publicction of the history of our splondid Division 
\";0 feol ....re er-e not onl~" cn.rryinC out tho l1isho s of Gcncr-cI Por-ehf.ng, but 0.1 so 
helping tho Division us u trhcLc and ec.ch man in it LnddvidunLl.y, The history 
uill serye in l::'.tor yec..rs c.s 0. Guido to f::'.iling memories, und ulso us c. con. 
str.nt roninder of tho upprccinotion r.nd intorost tho Y.1r.C.A. has c.h"r..ys folt, 
c l though mnybc not r.hlt'.ys cppcren't , in the efforts of "our boys" end "our 
Divisd on" • So it is with honest prid.e the.t 110 ::0.::0 thin contribution. 

Sixth Division Y.U.C.A• 

.......~~~~,,=.k_~~.-l;~l~kr~i-E~~#_wd.".#¥.T 11.1
 



(From "Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the ',{orld Ylar --­
Divisions") 

~:3TUI'C! ~.'O THE UlJIT::SD STATES Al:1) D!:;;:OBILAZATI01~~ l".Ay 20 - June 30, 1919. 

r:ay 20th, Division moves to Brest,_ T:e.y 25th, D.H.Q. leaves Cobl enz , 
June 2nd, 17th L.G. De.ttalion, 318th Engineers and Train, Gth J\.nl!nunition Train, 
arrives, June loth, at Hoboken, and moves to Camp I.:ills the same day. June 30'th 
the last clements of Div:.sion, a detachment of 17th I:.G. Battalion, arrived at 
IIeTT York. Durmg June the e:rn.ergency personneI is di schnr-ged and the Division 
pr-oceeds to Camp Grant for station. 

(The following is taken f'r om Lnformatdon received fran The Army Wc.r College, 
Washington, D. C.) 

The Division moved to Camp Grant ~ Illinois, during; June, 1919. 
Here the depleted units took up De~ce time duties and training. On July 23rd 
a detachnent from the 3rd Field Artillery vms sent to Fort Leavenworth to 
guard rebellious prisoners at the Disciplinary Barracks, returning on August 
27th. On September 29th, 1919, tho 6th Division Pro,~siona1 R~giment, formed 
by men from the vc~rious units, w~s orgenized for strike duty at Omaha, Neb­
raska. This forco returned to Camp Grant on October 15, 1919. 

On September 30th, 1819, LAjor General George Boll, Jr., took 
command of th. Division. Brigadior General Lucius Durfee, who had been in 
command of~tho Division from June 15th, 1919, to Septomber 30th, retained 
comraand 'of the 12th Brigade 

The 11th Fiold Artillery iVQS tho first of tho re~imonts to leave the 
Division. TIar Depar~~ont ordors dated October 30th, 1920, instruct0d the 
Fifth Corps ArCc. Commc..nder to r-oLacvc the 11th from the 6th Division and ardor 
it to. the IIo.i"l'C~iian Dcpar-tmont., It loft Camp Grant December 22, 1920 and 
a.rrivcd at Schofield Darracks, ikvmii, Janu~ry 13th, 1921, vn1vrc it vms ass­
igned to the 11th Field Artillery Brigade. 

During 1921 vv.rious units of the Di\~sion were inacti,~t0d. On 
Se::tonber 1st, the 62nd 'became in::.ctivc and 'was c.bsorbod b~T tho 54th Infantry. 
On Septembor 7th tho 78th Field l~tillQry became in~ctivo c~d bcca.mo part of 
the 3rd Fiold Artillery. ~cxt to go ~s tho 51st Infantry which v~s in­
active-ted on Svptembor 22nd. 

The 54th Info.ntry ''1',,'..5 ordered to move to Fort Yfayne, :,iichigc.n, on 
September 22nd. 1921. It marched to its nc~ post, the 1st Battalion Going by 
,my of Camp Per-ry , Ohio, and t~'lC regiment by way of Fort Br-c.dy , Lichigo.n. 
erriving at Fort Wayne on October 18, 1921. At Fort Br-ady, the re~;iL1ont ub­
sorbed the 3rd Battalion, 37th Infc.ntry and c..t Fort 1Vaync the post gc.rrison. 
Detachments were stationed in Chicago from AUGust to October of t~t yoar 
c.cting ~s escort for bodics of soldiers being ruturned from overse~s. In 
1922, the regiment moved from Fort Wuyno to C~mp Custer 7 kichigo.n, AUGust 13th. 
but returned Lgaln to Fort :-lc.::rnc on Soptember 5th. At thC'.t post it wc.s 
inacti,~tod on Octobor 24th, 1922. 

Tho 53rd Infantry remained in Camp Grant until it i~.S inacti~.ted 

on September 23rd, 1922, Its porsonnel ,~.s absorbed by the 38th Infuntry 
st~tionod ~t r,~~p Logan, Colorado. 

The 3rd Field Artill..;r:r left Camp Gr~nt Scptcr..'Jor 26th l 1921, and 
r.rr i.vod at Camp :JlOX, l~entucl~·. It wc.s me.do inactive thoro on Scpt.ombor- 14th, 
lS22. 

The 6th Division as a unit did not move from Camp Grant, but like 
the regiments it became inactive, On September 30th, 1921, the 6th passed from 
the list of active divisions and the first chapter of its histol""J came to an 
end. 



'l1::8 j,-2.1 SIXTH 

~;ith tho incro~so in thQ size of the i~ay in 1939, the 6th Division 
was brought back into sorvico. It w~s org~nizcd ns n triQnGul~r division on 
Octobor 12, 1959 at Fort Lewis, IT~shimgton. Its components were t~e 1st, 3rd 
end 20th Regiments of Inf~ntry, the 1st ~nd 80th Regiments of Field Artillery, 
the IIcadiJut.rters and IIili t,.'1,.ry Polico Gom?a.n:r, the 4th Sigm,l Compcny, tho 
8th l~dicnl Bcttclion, tho 7th Qu~rtc~stor Buttnlion und tho 6th Ensinecr 
BIltto.lion. 

Tho lst~ 3rd und 20th Inf~ntry regi~nts und the 1st Fiold lMtillery 
regiment datcd their historios buck to 1784, 1783, 1812, unQ·1792 respectively. 
Be-ch of these regiments ha d c. lon, rocor-d of battle tlchiavemonts. Tho 80th 
Field i..rtillery WttS orgc.nizud in 1917 from tho 22nd Cc.Vt'.lr~·, and VillS 'V'ri th tho 
8th Division during the ~Torld ~ar. The 4th Signal Company trcood its history 
buck to the 8th Field SiGn~:·.l !3(\t1;&lion ..- u unit of the 4th Division in 1917. 
It .ms roorgnnizod us tho 4th S1~ncl Comp~~y in September, 1939. Tho 8th 
l:cdicc.l Battalion wc..s ore;c.nizQd in October, 1939 with tho men coming from tho 
1st 1.:OdiC1.1 Ro\;Wont. The 7th C,:uD.rtc~,ster Br.ttc.lion cr.mo into bc mg c Lso 
in Octob~r. 1939 by tho rodosign~tion of unit~ of the 7th Quarter~stor Rog­
iment. Tho 6~~ Engineer Bnttc.lion vw.s orgcni&cd Novembor 1, 1939 fram units 
of tho 6tp En0i nccr RCGiment. vhilc the Hcad~uartors ~nd l~litQry Police Co~· 

pany wc.s born tho ~cy the Division \~~S renctiV2.tod, October 12_ 1939. l~cn 

from tho 3rd Division at Fort Lewis, from tho 5t~ Infuntry Erisade c..t Vcn­
cover Barracks. anQ from tho 4th Infar-try ~rigndo at Chcycnn~ formed this 
unit. 

Few of the units 'THere C'.t Fort Lewis at the time but all were 
soon gathered together as the new Sixth at C~ Jackson, S. C. Brigadier 
General Clement A. Trott .ms the division commander; Brigadier 'General ~. 

E. Prosser was Chief of the Infantry Secti~n, and Colonel R. C. Burlesoh; 
Chief of the ~rtil1ery Section. Colonol S. D. Buckner, Jr., ,vas Chief of 
Staff. 

The Division was at Camp J<.:.,ckson fror.1 November, 1939 to April, 
1~40 'men it moved to Fort Benning, Georgia. In l~y. 1940 it moved to 
Camp Deauregard. Louisiana .mere it joineu other Regular ArEW divisions in 
the Snbine are~ maneuvers. 

lie.y 27, 1940 the 8th 1,:e-:1100.1 Battalion we,s trD.r.sf~rred to the 
1st Division and the 7th ~dicnl Battnlion ~.s tr~wferred from the 5th 
to thG 6th Division. This unit had been organized as tho 7th Sanitnry 
Train in 1911 and sew service in Fr-ance vritn the First Army. After the 
war it was redesignuted the 7th L~dical Regiment and bocamo inuctive in / 
1921. It had been reactivated in October, 1939 ns the 7th iledicnl Battalion. 

Colonel Buczner , Chief of Steff. we.s transferred on my 28, 1940 
and Gener~l P~osscrJ Chief of the Infnntry Section, \~.S transferred on June 
13_ 1940. Colonel Cuthbcr~ P. Stcsrns, G.S.C. joinod the Division on July 
I, 1940. as Chief of Staff. 

In June, tho Division left C~p Deuuegnrd for home stntions \vith 
D1v:'sion Hco.dquo.rtcrs moving to Fort Snelling, UinnO'Bota. Shortly afterward 
the 4th Signt.l Company ~s rodos1gn~tod the 6th Sien~l Compeny. whilo the 
7th Medic;:'.l Bc.ttr.1ion became the 6th !.Icdic<:tl Bo.tt~lion c,nd tho 7th Quartol'­
mster B<:ttto.lion bocc...ie tho 6th Qu~:.rtcrJll!'.stvr Bntto.lion.. 

http:Gom?a.n:r


The 6th Reconnaissance Troop, the youngest organization in tho 
Division was organized at Fort Riley, Kansas~. on August 1, 1940_ After some 
weeks spent in building up its personnel and equipment, it beo8.mC a full 
fledged member of the Division, . 

In August, the Division was again on maneuver-e , this. time with units 
of the Fourth Army at Camp Ripley, ~nnesota. 

Tho 1st and 80th Field Artillery Regiments were roorganitcd on 
October 1st, the First becoming tho lstt 51st and S3rd Fiold Ar~illery Bat­
talions (lOS-mm) and the Eightieth boooming the 80th Field Artil1e~ Battalion 
(155-mm) • 

BI'igadior General Ralph Talbot, Jr., joined the Division October 24, 
1940 as tho Division Fiold ArtillcI'Y CommandoI'. Brigadier General Frederick 
E. UhI came tho following day as the now Assistant Division COlllIl1O.nder~ Loss 
than a week Inter, on Octobor 31st, General Trott wns transferrod. Goneral 
Talbot, as senior officer, boc~Q tho Division Corrmander. 

On January 26, 1941, Brigadior General Claronco S. Ridley came to 
tho Division as the now Division Commander. He wns promoted to 1hjor Goneral 
a few days lator. 

~o Division today continues its training with the units vndoly 
separatQdi A new per~ncnt homo, however, is being construoted at Fort 
Leonar-d Vlood,. 1':i.ssouri,. and tho efficers and men of the command look forward 
to the time when the "Sight-Seeing Sixth" will again be concentro.tcd_ Mean­
while the Sixth goos on; -- moving forward to now cheptors in its history_ 

I t 
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CO~:':: OSI'l'IOlT - .;ORLD 7fAR. PSRIOD 

----......--.'
 

11th Infa~try Brigade 12th Infantry Brigade 6th ?ield Art. Brig. 
51st Infantry 53rd Infantry 3rcl Field Artillery (75) 
52nd Infantry 54th Infantry 11th Field Artillery (155) 
17th LachIne Gun En. 18th lachine Gun Bn. 6th Trench Lortar Batte~y 

Divisional Troops 
16th La.chine Gun Battalion 
318th Engineers 
6th Field Sibnal Battalion 
IIeadc:uarters Troop 

Trains 
6th Train Headquarters and llilitary Polioe 
6th ~~unition Train 
6th Supply Train 
318th Bngineer Train (Ar~bulance Companies 
and Field Hospitals 20,37,38,40) 

ATTACHED 

l53rd FA D£ig and 303rd Amm 
~ 

Tr {78th Div) Eeuse-Argonne Oporation and in the 
area of the for.mer Neptune Sector 
Nov 6-De c 7, 1918. 

D:STAC~iliD 

6th FA Brig 

6th FA Brig (less 11th FA) 

11th FA 

Training in Le Valdahon Area, July 29-0ct 12, 1918. 

Training at Liffol-1e-Grand, Oct 13-Dec 4, 1918. 

Training at Le VaLdahon , Oct 13-19, )918; wi. th 
58th FA Brig (33rd Div) supporting 89th Div during 
1~use-Argonne Operation, Oct 26-Nov 11, 1918; in 
ITov 12-Dec 10. 1918. 

COKPOSITIO:n - PRESENT 

1st Infantry 1st Field A~tillery Battalion (105) 
3rd Infantry 51st Field Arti llery Battalion (105) 

20th bfantry 53rd Field Artillery Battalion (105) 
80th Field Artillery Battalion (155) 

Headquarters and Hilitary Police Company, 6th Division 

6th Reco~~aissance Troop 
6th Signal Company 
6th Bngineer Battalion 
6th Quartermaster Battalion 
6th l.:edical Jattalion 

1) 

j 
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SIXTH DIV1SIO~T CO:.l·:J'J'IDERS 

DIVISIOE CO~:J\2TDERS 

1917 -	 Nov. 26 Colonel Cp~rlcs E. Tayman (ad interi~) 
Dec. 29 Brigadier General James B, Entin 

1918 - Aug. 28 1.:D.jor Gcneral.To.l tor H. Gordon 
19H: - i.nr. 27 Brigadier General ·:alliam :Lt.' Do.shioll (a.d interL'n) 

:.:a.r, 29 Drigadier Gonor~l Lucius L. Durfee (ad interim)
 
Apr. 10 :.,ajor General .fr:..ltor H. Gordon
 
Apr. 18 Erigadier Genero.l Lucius L. Durfee (ad interim)
 
Apr, 21 L~jor General Walter H. Gordon
 
June 15 Brigadier General Lucius L. Durfee (ad interim)
 
Sopt.30 I.:ajor General George Bell. Jr.
 
through
 

1921 -	 Sopt.30 

1939 - Sept. 18 Brigr.~dier Genoral Clement A. Trott' 
1940 - Nov. 1 Brigc.dier General Ralph Te.lbot, Jr. 

Dec. 22 Brigadier General Frederick E. Uhl (ad interim) 
1941 - Jq,n. 2 Brigadier General Ralph T~lbot. Jr. 

'" Jan. 26 !!.ajor General Clo.renco S. Ridley 

1 

C01.".L:AIIDERS 11th nJF1~j"TRY BRIG.t~I; 

lSl7 - Dec. 4 I.ajor ",hItor EfJ.rvey 
Dec. 29 Brige.dier G·,::neral Ch::.rlcs n. B2.rth 

1918 - Jan. 1 Brigadier Gcnor-c.L Joseph A. Gaston 
l.r"r. 30 Colonol Brneste V. Sr;dth 
•.T ." .D.y 12 Dribe.diar Gonero.l·Jilliuu R. Dashiell 

1919	 - l.:ar. 8 Colonol Zrnostc V. S~-:lith 

I,;v.r. 22 Drir;c.dior Goncr-r.I 'Jillic-"l:J. R. Dr.shiell..i.ar , 29 Colonel I'homs..... s E• Slo.vons (ad interim)
 
Apr. 14 Colonel Erncste V. Smith ( ad interir.J.)
 
Apr. 17 Colonel Thomas H. Sh vcns (ad interim)
 
Apr. 22 CoLonc L Brnesto V. Smith (ad intorin)
 
Apr. 25 Colonel l'ho:mc.s H. Slc.vens (o.d interim)
 
Apr. 29 Colonel Erncsto V. Smith (ad interim)
 
lCay 5 Brigrdier Gonez-e.I :Yillic..m R. Dc.shicll
 
June 13 f:>0nior Rcgimontul Officers
 
June 24 Brigc..d1cr GcncrnL Wi 11ic.r: K. Naylor
 
Aug. 3 Senior Rogil:lOntc..l Officers
 
Oct. 5 Colonel Cc.r I Ro i chmann
 

~ 

.. 
1921 - Juno 28 Colonel F'rnnk .:...>. Wutson 

through 
Aug. 31 

CO:l:.AIIDBRS 12th IlTF.L.::rTRY iJRIGLDE 

.. 

1917 

1918 

- Nov. 
Dec. 

- June 
Ju.."'10 
Aug. 
Doc • 

29 
29 
21 
24 
28 
14 

Colonol Chc..rlos E. Ta~.n (c..d intorim) 
Brigc..dier Goncr~l Jrumes B. Brvan 
CoLoneI Ohc.r-Lc s E. TQ.ymr~n (c.d interim) 
Colonol LUthic..s Crmllcy (c..c. intorim) 
Brigc..dicr Gcnorc..l Jc..mcs B. Erwin 
Colonel l~thius Crmiley (c.d interim) ~ 

,;-:.;:­ ~.,..~.;-~: -'>-.' ;"';:"~d'."";.",~j,./..&i"f<••;:,';:;....". ~.'~'"":M",s~'~"-"''''''';:'''''~'''';;K'";'''"I:if''mlli;:¢"~."llrt:18rtttttrlllll 



1919 - Jan , 15 
I.nr. :3 
tAr. 17 
Apr. 25 
j~pr·. 28 
L.c.y 14 
1,;o,y' ~7 

Nov~ 1'0 
1920 - Oct. 12 

Hov. 14 
Dec. 20 
thr6ugh 

1921 -Sept. 

Brigadier C~neral Lucius L. Durfee 
Colonel l~.thi~s Crowley (ad interim) 
TIrigadier Goner4l Lucius L. Durfee 
Colonel ~zthic.s Crow1oy (t'.d interim) 
Brigr.dier Gener'r.L Lucius L. Durfeo 
Colonel !.r.thias CroVllcy. (ad interim) 
Brig~dior General Lucius L. Durfee 
Colonel B•. S. Butts 
Li~ut. Colonel C, A. Trott 
Colon&l ~. P. Jc.ckson 
Brigadier Gcnert1.). W~lliron II-. Sage 

COE :A:i:IDERS 6th FIELD ARTILLERY DRICh\DE"--...............-.'-.-..­

1918 -Apr. 4 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 4 
nov. 8..1919 - .1•.rl.r. 24 
lIer. 30 
I.~~r-• 31 
lI:;y . ~ 7 

. June 23 
Aug. 1~ 

1920	 Sept. 11 
Nov. 7 
through 

1921 -	So pb , 

I:'!Fl'J·:'l'RY ADVISOR 

1939 - Nov. 18 
to 

1940 - June 13 

i;.SSISTjjJT DIVISIOlT 

1940 -	 Oct. 15 

• 

j~~TILLBnY ADVISOR ... 
1939 - Nov. 21 

to 
1940 .. Nov. 23 

.__
Brigadier G-.JnoJ"!tl Edward A. l.liller 
Lieut. Co1onolBnl1c.rd Lyerly (ad interim) 
Colonol i'illt>.l'd D. }/ewbil1(c.d interim) 
Drigc.diorGenoro.l Edwar-d A. lullar 
Colonel Willard D, NeWbill (ad interim) 
Brigadier General Ed,~.rd A•. u~11cr 

Colonel ~il1ard U. Newbill (ad interim) 
Brigedicr General Eill~.rd A., JaIlor 
Colonel ~lillc.rcl D. Newbill 
Colonel Lucien G. Derry 
Licut Colonel L. T. Boissnrd 
Colonel iiillard D. Hovrbill 

-


Brigadier General ~altor E. Prosser 

CO:=Al;DER 

Brigadier General Frederick E. Uhl 

Colonel Rich~rd C. Burleson 

1940 - Hov. 24 BriC~Lior G0ner~1 Ralph Tc1bot, Jr. 



CIIIEF OF STAFF 

1917 - Doc. 17 
1918 - Juno 17 

July 1 
L.u2;. 21 
~\.ug. 22 

1919 • l.ny 30 
Juno 15 

1920 - Sept. 7 
1921 - Ja.n. 28 

July 1 
~~uG' 26 
through 
Sept. 

Colonel Jcn~s N. Pickering 
Licut CoLor.c I -JillirJrr B. Gr-ahc.m C'.cting) 
Colonol Ja.mes N. Pickering 
Liout e Colon"l Willic~ Be Gr-ahcra <.:..cting) 
Colonvl -Joseph 'fie Doc.chman , Jr. 
Lieut. COIOi'!..,;l Vo.uChn Vl. Cooper­ (Acting;) 
Liliut. Colou01 ',1. H. Sim:)sol1 
Liout Colonel L"-'-'."!'011CO Hc.Ls bced 
Colonol Fra.ncis Lo J. Ft.rkor 
r::C.jor Chc r Lcs 'I'cLf'or d (.\.cting) 
Colonel Frc..nk D. "dc,tson C.cting) 

1939 
1940 

- nov. 
- July 

21 
1 

Colonel Simon 3. Buckner, Jr, 
Colonel Cuthbert P. Stoc..rns 

"­ ~ 

.. 

•• 

1917 
1918 

1919 

1921 

1939 

1940 

II! 

-- Ear. 10 
lAy 10 
July 1 
July 7 
July 22 
July 23 
LUb c 27 
Sept. :3 
Sept. 23 
Oct. 26 
Hov. 2 
Hov. 4 
Nov. 5 
HOVe 6 
nov. 9 
lifov~ 10 
ITo Va 11 
Nov, 20 
Nov. 30 -J...pr~ 30 
I,::c.y 28 
June 3 
Juno 10 
June 17 
through 

- SC:Jt • 

- Oct. 
HOVe 

- ~.1jr. 

?,~y 

June 
~~ug. 

Sop~. 

STi...TIOrS 

Cc.mp I.:cClellrm, l.labrur..C'.. 
CCJllP /orrest, Gcort;ir.. 
Camp -~"ir.dsvrorth, South Cc..r 0 lino. 
Camp I.Lills, :Tow York 
S. S. Desnr, 
Lo Hcvr-o , Soino-Infcriourc, Fr-cncc 
Chc.t0auvd11c..in , Ik.uto-Larn 
Renur Iracrrt , VOS[;CS 

"Goi't).J'ffinor; ..Vosges 
Lo Collot, 1...Lsacc 
Jcc.uchc.m!? Fmc, :.:euso 
Champ ... =i'.hc.ut, :=cuse 
Gr-c..ndpr-o , ~u-dclmcs 

Lutltc 
StOlmo 
Garmont 
Gr-c.ndpr'c 
Chump .. !:.rJw. u t .. 1,:Ouso 
l:.ncorville 
Aigne.y-lo..Duo .. Cotc-dlOr 
Bnd Dcrtrich, ,C'TOrmA-ny 
Brest, Finistorc a Prance 
S8 11t. Vcrnon 
Camp LIills, No", York 
Cl:t.17lp Gr.:,nt, Illinoll3 

Cr.mp Lc;wis , rl"a.shington 
CCl.lIlP Jc..ckson, South Ca.roUM 
Fort Bcnni~. Georgie. 
Cnmp.Dcaurcga.rd, Louisi~na. 

Fort Snelling, ~~~osot~ 
Cc.mp Ripley, lanncsotn 
Fort Snelling, rannosotn 

-1).­
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